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All Because of WD-40

Joyce Turner

During one of those interminable lock-down days I needed some WD-40 to spray onto some wind-out window
tracks, so, down to Lawries shed.
After accomplishing this task I began reading the 101 used of WD-40, one that jumped out at me was after cleaning
the Silver (read silver), spray with WD-40 to stop further tarnishing. By now you are probably wondering “where is
she going with this”?
Well, I cleaned the silver coffee service, dutifully sprayed it with the WD-40 and put it back in the cupboard. Upon
doing so I spotted two more items back in the dark depths of the cupboard: - an anniversary goblet and a trophy cup
– both really tarnished. All the cleaning stuff had been put away so I left these two items to do later, ‘as you do’.
After being sick of the sight of those two items waiting to be cleaned, I finally got the job done and was able to read
the inscription on the trophy. It had a badge on it: Victorian Amateur Drivers Club.
The inscription was as follows:
7th TUERONG VALLEY 1957
Touring Cars – Open
C TURNER
Humber
38.6 (record)
Driver: L.G. TURNER
Now you may have guessed the reason for this ‘ramble’. I wondered whether there might be anyone in the club who
may shed any light on these events and does the VADC still exist? I have only a vague memory.
Here is a snippet that may jog some memories: The Victorian Amateur Drivers Club operated the Tuerong Valley
Hillclimb on land donated by Mr D Barrows at Mornington. It was a graded track of 484 yards in length, consisted of
8 corners and was regarded as the trickiest hillclimb in Victoria. (ed, thanks to an internet search)
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Allan’s Soap box

CLUB MEETINGS
General meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each
month at Dromana Community Hall, cnr of Hodgkinson St
and Verdon St, Dromana at 7.30 pm. Melway Ref 159 G7

Hi Everyone,

From Oct 1st 2016 the joining fee is $35. The Membership
fee is $55 pa or $40 pa with an email only magazine
COMMITTEE OFFICERS
President:
alpays@bigpond.com
Allan Tyler
0409406690
Vice President:
evansfam@surf.net.au
Brian Evans
0409 639 118
Secretary:
colin.jordan@bigpond.com
Colin Jordan
0417 527 812
Treasurer:
lucasp14798@gmail.com
Paul Lucas
0420 927 073
:Membership Officer:
David Jones
0416 287 797
:Club Permit Officer:
David Doubtfire d.doubtfire@bigpond.com
0409 603 749
Editor
Keith Morrison crankeyeditor@gmail.com
0411 127 765
:Events manager:
johnbecker@westnet.com.au 0411 202 911
John Becker
Safety Check Officers
Liam Fenney
David Doubtfire

liam@hutchinsonautomotive.com
5986 5454
.au
0409 603 749
d.doubtfire@bigpond.com

Club Regalia:
Rob Lloyd
lloydsofmccrae@gmail.com
:AOMC Representative:
Ray Beagley
rayanven@hotmail.com
Federation Representatives
helen-geoff@bigpond.com
Geoff Bartlett
Document Control
Warwick Spinaze petandwozspin@bigpond.com
Web Master:
David Doubtfire d.doubtfire@bigpond.com
OTHER MEMBERS
julieellis2@bigpond.com
Julie Jones

0407 833 878
0414 598 614
0419 547 823
0407 016 719
0409 603 749
0418 144 554

Brian Evans

evansfam@surf.net.au

0409 639 118

Christine Tyler

alpays@bigpond.com

0424 096 393

Geoff Bartlett

helen-geoff@bigpond.com

0419 547 823

LIFE MEMBERS

Geoff Anderson
Ray Beagley
Greg Cripps
Ray Gardini
Tony Howard
Noel Meates
Lawrie Turner**
Don Robinson

John Watson
Max Caddy
Bill Glover
Charlie Cassar
Brian Niblock
Steve Lloyd **
Eric Evans **
Peter Bradbury **

By now most of you will be
aware that the club has held
its annual general meeting
on the 6th October 2020.
This was via a zoom
meeting and there were
about 28 attendees.
As these are very difficult
times for clubs to conduct
their business it was the
best possible solution.
The AGM was chaired by Mick Daddo.
As such the committee has had a couple of changes.
We have a new President, Allan Tyler and a new Vice
President Brian Evans. You all know Brian Evans as he
is a past president and very industrious member of the
committee.
The remaining committee members remain unchanged.
For those who don’t know me, as a way of introduction
my name is Allan Tyler.
Although I have not been a member of the Southern
Peninsula Classic and Historic Car Club for a lengthy
period I am committed to help the club prosper in any
way I can. My wife (Christine) and I have been
members of the committee for two years and have
enjoyed our involvement very much.
I thank the
committee and all the members for the trust they have
shown in electing me as President of the club.
The past eight months have been by and large a non
event for the club. We hope that sometime in the near
future we will be able to return to our normal club
activities. Although the social components of our club
have been put on hold the committee continues to
attend to all the club matters in the background.
Membership and CPS are still active and require the
attention of the committee. Thank you to the committee
for their continuing work.
We will conduct general meetings via zoom, as that is
the only option we have at the moment.
So please watch for emails advising you of these zoom
meetings.
If you have questions or inquiries about how to be
involved please ask myself or Geoff Bartlett for
assistance.
Hats off to our Editor Keith Morrison. He has done a
fantastic job keeping the Crankhandle coming off the
presses.
I trust everyone is coping in these very trying times
Please keep in touch with other members via the
“grapevine” if only to ask how are you going.

** Deceased
COMMITTEE MEETINGS are held at “The Library”’
Mornington Gardens, 98 Bungower Rd, Mornington.
2nd Tuesday each month at 1:15pm
Tel 0420 927 073 (Paul Lucas) .

In the meantime please don’t hesitate to contact me if
you think that I can help in anyway or you just fancy a
chat.
Let’s hope we can get together soon.
Kind regards.
Allan Tyler
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COMING EVENTS (At Last!!)
(It has been a very frustrating time for us all. We have been working behind the scenes and are now looking forward
to starting events again. Other events will be organized within the changing circumstances.
We have a tentative booking for January 14th at Merricks General Store for an 8:30am breakfast, what format this
will take will be advised in the near future, by email. We will have to work within any restrictions at that time.

OVER THE TOP TOUR
REVISED DATES AND ITINERARY
We still have vacancies for 3 couples to join this tour, so please advise us as soon as possible if you wish to
participate.
We appreciate that this is very early notice but very necessary under the circumstances.
AMENDED ITINERARY as follows:
Monday

19th April 2021 to Friday 23rd April
Mon 19th - Meet at Bunnings Mornington car park 9:15am for 9:30 start
Travel up through Yarragon, Maffra Museum, on to Lakes Entrance
Overnight accommodation at Lakes Entrance RSL incl breakfast. $66.50 per person.
Dinner at RSL.
Tues 20th - Boat cruise (inland waterway) to Metung Hotel for lunch and return
Cost: $50.00 per head including 2 course lunch.
Overnight accommodation at Lakes Entrance RSL incl breakfast. $66.50 per person.
Dinner at RSL
Wed 21st - Bruthen Hotel for lunch (enjoy incredible views) then on to Ensay Winery and on to the former Ensay
Station site. Then Omeo Hotel for overnight stay incl breakfast. $50.00 to $60.00. Dinner at Omeo Hotel.
Thurs 22nd - Enjoy a wander around Omeo then travel on to Anglers Rest for lunch at the Blue Duck Inn Hotel Pub.
Travel through Falls Creek and Mount Beauty to Tawonga South Australian Stoewer Museum. Followed by a short
drive down to Bright. Accommodation River Bank Motel (incl breakfast) $65.00 per person
Dinner at Alpine Hotel.
Fri 23rd - Enjoy Bright in the Autumn then on to Brown Brothers Winery at Milawa for a light lunch and then wander
home.
Looking forward to this tour and catching up with everyone.
Kind regards,

JOHN and CHRISSY BECKER.
Ph 0411 202 911

johnbecker@westnet.com.au
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Some Highlights of the 2020 AGM

Treasurer Paul Lucas gave the Financial Report

Mick Daddo took the chair for the Election

Here are most of the members attending the meeting, it’s hard to capture everyone

The new President, Allan Tyler addressed and then closed the meeting
The newly elected committee and executive officers can be seen on page 3 of this magazine

We wish all of our members and their families who have not been enjoying
the best of health lately, a speedy recovery and return to good health.
Members are not named for privacy reasons and also we do not want to
cause offence by failing to mention someone by name.
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VALE —-

DAVID BUCHANAN

Our club lost a fine member and a thoroughly good man with the untimely death of David on 25th September. We
never know when our time is up and for David it was all too soon. The Octos featured David in the July Crankhandle
this year, with our visit to him taking place early in the month before the Stage4 lock down.
The photo on the cover by Octo Ray has captured perfectly the David we all know so well--- the quietly confident,
easy going man, pictured with, what the Octos described as his” inspirational buy” the 1971 RR Silver Shadow. He
was the inveterate collector of anything and everything—cars, boats, memorabilia of kinds you name it. A great
community man, he participated in scouting, getting involved through David and Ann’s two girls who joined the
movement, culminating in David’s local committee work for the 2007 World Jamboree held in Victoria. Rotary also
became a lasting interest and involvement over many years. But we in the club know him best as the sound and
projector man we all turned to at our monthly general meetings when things went wrong, as invariably happened. He
had the courage to try to fix things---very few others did!
David, we will miss you and your calm quiet ways. You have gone far too early and in these extremely difficult
COVID times there is no chance to formally acknowledge your friendship and help and say goodbye.

To Ann and the family, the sincere condolences and sympathies of all our club members go out to you. He will be
sadly missed by us all.
OCTOS Bill, Ray and Mick.
David was a quiet achiever. He loved the SPC, having made many club friends. David was reliable to look after the
audio equipment at the clubrooms. A practice run beforehand brought a smooth presentation during the meeting.
At one stage, when the committee was without a home, meant we met at various members’ homes, one of which
was David and Ann’s, on the Nepean Highway. Across from their property was the glorious view of the bay. Their
large lounge room afforded an uninterrupted view of the ocean.
As the photo shows, David was showing a piece of equipment that he recently fixed. We enjoyed a lovely afternoon
tea presented by Ann, so with cups in hand, we gathered. Fun times.
David was a calm and gentle person; private. We will miss his presence at future club meetings.
Anne Kruger
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THE INTERNATIONAL ‘TR’
I suppose TR involvement started for me as for many
others in UK with a neighbour’s son turning up with a
TR3A in 1960 when I was 12. It looked & sounded
impressive. The interest was rekindled when to my
astonishment my flatmate at University traded his BSA
Lightning for a TR3A for our last year as students.
Completion of the course resulted in a 3 week camping
trip in the TR from England via France, Switzerland to
Southern Italy followed by a ferry to Greece and through
Yugoslavia and Germany.
Returning to UK was
memorable to say the least - 1000 miles in 22 hours to
catch the ferry prior to motorway network across
Germany and France was an achievement.
The Morris 1000 seemed a bit tame after this so its days
were numbered, a job and regular pay meant the
purchase of a TR2 1955 model occurred within six
months. The car was typical of £200 TR’s in 1970 in UK plenty of rust and filler, however the SAH 120 bhp engine
from a TR4 sealed the deal. I ran this TR for nearly 3
years upgrading? to a TR4. This car had a twisted
chassis due to previous accident and was sold on
quickly.
A blaze coloured Morris Marina 1300 as a company car
rekindled the desire for a sidescreen TR and hence the
purchase of my present TR3A in May 1974 for the by
then cheap price of £200. Perhaps I should have
guessed that buying a TR from a junk shop owner called
Midas in Balham, South London would not be an
auspicious beginning. However it was Primrose Yellow,
except for the white driver’s door whose hinge broke as I
was going for a test drive. My then wife guessed right - I
saw it as a challenge and purchased the vehicle.

—

Tony Knowlson

pieces when a job in Holland occurred. Three weeks
holiday owing would see the car finished easily before
driving it to Holland for the new job. Three days before I
left the car was ready to spray with 2 pack and a spray
gun hired. The day for spraying was cold, so I did it in the
garage with the heater on and was high on the fumes for
a couple of days afterwards. The MOT was obtained and
I drove to Harwich the next day with the entire trim etc.
piled inside the car. A couple of blown hoses led to a
sprint to the ferry and then I was the last car on.
The Motel where I was staying had a carpark where the
TR was out of place with the Mercedes, BMW’s etc. The
staff seemed entertained by the funny English car being
finished off in their carpark. The failure of the starter
motor in the flattest country in the world was also an
inconvenience, as bump starting required a degree of
foresight. Luckily I was working at the refinery in
Rotterdam when the official roadworthy for import of the
vehicle was to take place. A Dutch TR6 owner spotted
the car, introduced himself and had a friend in the testing
station. The test was stringent as it applied to all new
cars as well, the sight of the play in the kingpins etc.
when viewed on hydraulic plates with strobes, led the
tester to pass the car and declare he wouldn’t even drive
it out of the testing station.
He obviously didn’t
appreciate Triumphs’ design parameters.

Obtaining Dutch registration was completed and the
winter meant the car was used daily, although
temperatures of –10 degrees C with the heater broken
and ice on inside and outside of the windscreen made for
entertaining commuting.
However summer trips to
Germany for TR meetings in the Eifel Mountains and trips
The car was at least straight and by UK standards fairly within Holland made it all worthwhile.
original, if a bit worn out. So a replacement engine was The car was then garaged for a couple of years in UK,
found via Exchange & Mart for £50, where the buyer whilst a TR5 was purchased and used in Holland and UK.
removes & collects - so a quick trip in the company It was then sold for the deposit on a house for £1800.
Renault 4 van with a engine hoist rescued a TR4 engine Some money was also spent on rebuilding the
from a farmyard in Surrey before it disappeared into the suspension and steering box on the TR3A as the play
mire. The new engine, plus an overdrive gearbox were was now serious enough to fail an MOT.
inserted over a weekend and off I went enjoying open top A job in Greece meant the TR was on the move again.
motoring for the summer.
However as I was starting immediately, the car had to be
By the end of autumn the rust was winning the battle. In
the UK having extensive holes in the floor in a convertible
is not necessarily a disadvantage when it rains, however
once a year the MOT (roadworthy) certificate has to be
obtained and the rusty floor plus rotten A & B posts
meant a fail.

shipped and not driven as I had wanted to.
Arrangements were made for collection from North
Shields, 10 miles from home with delivery to my new
home in Athens. I flew to Greece and was met by a fax
advising that the only port of collection was Southampton
some 250+ miles from my UK home, so transport was
A rebuild over the winter then took place in a single arranged and the car was trailered to Southampton.
garage at the back of the flat. The car was fairly well in Delivery in Greece was overdue but when I contacted the
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shippers was told yes the car had been shipped, but was with a consignment of tractors in Thessalonika, a few
hundred kilometres from Athens. All the papers to import the car tax-free were checked by the company ‘Mr Fixit’
prior to an early morning flight to Thessalonika. Arrival at the shipping agents led to the payment for a Custom’s
clearance agent to get the car. Three hours later we were in the harbour and there was the TR - intact. Two hours
later I was told that no, I couldn’t have the car as Thessalonika was not a duty-free port and the car would not be
released. The return flight to Athens led to me doubting the parentage of all Greek shippers, customs agents, etc.
and my sanity in coming here especially in the airport bus when the downpour happened to deluge my particular seat
only. It was not a good day.
The next few days led to a compromise with ‘Mr Fixit’ and his shipper. If I was to pay enough, I could rent a custom’s
official for a day and he would accompany me from Thessalonika to Athens. I would then pay his flight back after
depositing the car in the Athens custom’s pound. This duly happened, but as I spoke no Greek and he no English,
the trip depended on a lot of sign language and some quick driving to ensure we arrived before the customs closed.
He also didn’t appreciate his sidescreen blowing out at 70mph and having to hold it for the rest of the trip - but I was
paying.
The car was now in Athens but had to be registered. I now had an understanding that this involved paying the
services of a ‘registration agent’ to plot a course through the beaurocracy of the registration department. A full
morning was spent obtaining the plates but at last the car was legal in Greece and what a great place for the TR. The
trips to Schinia beach over the mountain roads were memorable and great fun especially blasting by the Ladas etc
on the uphill sections. Spares were imported from UK and a couple of tea chests of old/new bits which go with me
everywhere provided the essentials to keep the TR going. A transfer to site in Oman and an accident in which an
Escort definitely came off worse, led to the car being repaired and resprayed in Greece. However the English guy
who had a very smart mini and promised he would do a similar job on the TR, had recently discovered that drugs
was a better business and the TR disappeared for a few weeks and when returned resprayed, the topcoat crazed
within weeks.
The car was then shipped back to UK and
garaged before my emigration to Australia
in 1989 resulted in it being put into a
container with the windscreen removed
and a timber frame protecting it from the
rest of the furniture piled on top. Its
arrival here in Melbourne has started an
easy life and it and its owner get older
and wiser together, with retirement here
in Mount Martha.

A Worldly Wonder, Space Junk!? Episode Two
Previous article Crankhandle – October 2020
Well I have to say I am disappointed no one seemed to have a clue as to what the blobs and spray were in our
garden.
A couple of suggestions were however given –
1. Anne said it reminded her of some of her cooking! Don’t believe it Anne.
2. Someone else suggested frogs dug up in garden. No … the blobs smell too much like tar. Also does not
explain spray on leaves.
3. Helen and I thought we could possibly sell them off as truffles and make some money, but since we’re all in
lock up or down that wouldn’t work either!!
It looks like there won’t be an Episode Three!
Thank you all for trying
Still perplexed,

Petra Spinaze
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Caught in the Headlights
The Octogenarians
Peter Hibbert

“Never say no to a challenge.”

Thirteen years ago the writer wrote an article in Crankhandle featuring Peter, headed “Peter Hibbert… It has to be
Ford” Of course the writer was quite wrong! Peter restored many different makes of cars in his earlier days of
collecting and restoring and even today there is a very nice 1957 Chevrolet Bel Air Convertible sitting amongst what
must be the best collection of side valve V8s in Australia. Over the years Peter has restored some twenty five
classics including half a dozen Morris Minors, a Chrysler Valiant, a 1933 Chevrolet Master Six Sedan, a 26’
Dodge Tourer, VW,s both Beetle and 1600, 49 Riley RMB 2.5 Litre, A nice Dodge Coupe, Ford Mustang, F100, a
1975 Mercedes 280 SE Saloon , a 37 Ford Club roadster, and an Aston Martin, plus 10 another Side Valve Fords.
Not forgetting the 1990 Mercedes Benz 500 SL coupe that is being restored for Sandra, a long-held promise, plus
doing complete restorations on his current collection. An impressive total of 25 cars.
Peters upbringing was both different and challenging, but
to say he has overcome the difficulties is an
understatement and Sandra played a major role following
their marriage and the birth of their son Mason, who has
followed his father’s interest in cars. Peter is (in a nice
way), a perfectionist which is on display when he presents
one of his cars to the public.
Needless to say Sandra and Peter are very close to
Mason and wife Katherine and their beloved and the writer
suspects, indulged grandchildren Geordie 13 and Leah 9
and Mason, a car man himself, will carry on the cars within
the collection… what a great result.
Peter worked several jobs to get sufficient funds to buy a
block of land in Springvale and build their first home, then
in 1982 they purchased ¾ acre in Vermont South where
they built their present home along with garages and workshop for his collection of eight cars.
Life was pretty tough for the young Peter starting off, living in a caravan but he met Sandra in those early years and
Sandra ‘s mother took pity on him and allowed him to park the van in their garden He worked hard as a young man
and that ethic stayed with him all his life.
Peter started out working for Ruston and Hornsby, staying 14 ½ years finishing his 5 year mechanical engineering
apprenticeship, including 9 1/2 years in the design office, then worked at Cranes and Shovels design office for 41/2
years He had a big change of direction by gaining employment with three separate building companies as a site
supervisor for some years, all the time working towards setting up their own building and design company. Further
education into Building and construction allowed him to work as a Building Inspector.
For the 20 middle years of his working life Peter gained many specialist qualifications by attending technical
colleges. Besides his five year apprenticeship with Ruston and Hornsby he undertook qualifications in building
design, mechanical design, drafting, building technology and further auto trade courses, welding etc. plus a whole
host of building qualifications leading to being registered with The Master Builders Association.in 1996. Obviously he
decided to never stop learning.
Together he and Sandra branched out on their own and set up headquarters for their growing building and design
company in Mount Waverley . They ran the business specializing in design and construction from units and houses
to quite large commercial operations for the next 15 years.
Peter was heavily involved in the administration of the building industry joining the Housing Industry Association
since commencing business on his own and a member of The Directors Institute of Australia since 1985 and a
Member of the Australian Institute of Company Directors and Fellow since 1990.
Throughout his life Peter showed a willingness to keep learning and together with Sandra they built a happy and
successful life. Family and friends are important to both of them they are members of many local Clubs and being
great travelers, they are members of several overseas Classic Car Clubs, and we at SPCHCC enjoy their company
when our turn comes around. Although he has sold several cars of late that do not mean he has stopped looking for
that inevitable barn find.
PAGE 9

The 1940 Ford Deluxe Coupe
Bought in the US and shipped to Australia in September 1994, the Coupe had a mere 22,000 miles on the clock.
Why? The car had been used as a bootleg whisky runner and had been seized by the Internal Revenue Department,
held in storage for 30years before release and sale. Once home with the car, Peter commenced a complete bodyoff- chassis restoration, conversion to RHD and full mechanical overhaul including a complete engine rebuild.
The conversion to RHD was a huge job in itself, entailing searching Australia-wide for an instrument panel, front stud
axles, tie and steering rods, pedal cluster and RH steering box The original instruments were stripped out of the old
dash, serviced and used in the new instrument panel. The body was stripped back to bare metal, no sign of rust, and
painted in a duplicate colour to Ford’s original Dearborn Blue.
Peter completely rebuilt the Mercury 239 F/H S/V single carb engine, also the clutch and gearbox, added a brake
booster, the 6 Volt electrics were converted to 12Volt. Every part on this car was either replaced or overhauled to
original if not better condition, resulting in
an absolutely pristine example of this
classic model .
This beautiful Coupe has always been the
Octos favourite among Peter’s cars. The
stylishness and purity of the design make
this model an all-time, outstanding Ford
classic, and then there is Peter’s
meticulous restoration. No wonder the
decision Peter recently took to part
company the Coupe, would have been
extremely difficult, offset to some degree,
by selling it to a fellow enthusiast, thereby
passing on to him, the joy of ownership of
this outstanding car.
The 1947 Ford Tudor
This car is a true classic! The story starts in July 2008 when Peter was at Dearborn USA attending the EFV8 Club of
America Grand National Meeting. The Tudor was for sale and Peter bought the car from owner, Jerry Vincentini,
World Chief Judge for the EFV8 Club. Jerry was the second owner and had started the restoration of the car after
30+ years in dry shed storage in Dallas, Texas.
Deal done, Peter returned home and the car followed him arriving in Melbourne in October 2008, the intention being
at that point, to carry out basic maintenance and a safety check so he could get the Ford on the road. That was
never going to happen of course, particularly when Sandy said she didn’t think much of the colour! Time to start a full
body restoration and to Peter’s delight, both the body and chassis were in excellent condition, only a small bit of
surface rust on both.
First, all the chrome and stainless steel fittings were sent to be refurbished. Next the body doors, bonnet and boot lid
were detached and all body parts stripped to bare metal. The chassis frame was also stripped, repainted and brake
lines front to rear and all brake components that are hard to fit with the body back on, were attached to the chassis.
The newly painted body and doors etc were re- fitted to the chassis, along with the running boards, described by
Peter, as “a job not to be rushed”
We are hard-put for room to do this restoration justice. Suffice
to say, “not one component nut, bolt, self-taping screw or set
screw escaped restoration” and all were up to Henry’s original
hardware standard—no Asian stuff here! This restoration is the
most complete imaginable, a labour of love that took over three
years to complete.
Mid 2013 saw the restored car back on the road and late in the
second half of that year it won three separate best in class
awards culminating the RACV Motorclassica 1 st Place Trophy
in Class C4B Category: Post War Classic [American and
Australian] Concourse Division. An outstanding effort and
reflective of the meticulous work and time Peter put into
restoring this superb Ford Tudor.
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The 1949 Mercury Convertible Coupe
Peter is a regular attendee at the Early Ford V8 Club of
America Grand National meets held every five years.
He attended the June 2013 meeting held Lake Tahoe
Nevada, having put out feelers prior to the meeting, that
he was searching for a ’49 Mercury Convertible Coupe,
in complete condition, only requiring a refurbishment.
He was approached by a USA club member who had a
rust free black 1949 Convertible with a new tan rag top,
exactly what he was after. The deal was done! Delivery
wasn’t so quick and the car was not delivered to Peter
until September that year. The Coupe was complete in
every respect, vital to Peter because rarer Mercury
parts are extremely hard to get. The vendor had owned
the Convertible for 32 years including a period in dry
storage in Arizona.
The engine is 255 CI F/H S/V with 6V electrics and a 2 speed O/D unit, electric hydraulic front seat, electric rag top
and windows. It also has a dual exhaust system with ”Smitty” mufflers. The engine and transmission were in good
condition and only needed cleaning and painting. The brake system, including new lines, master cylinder and wheel
cylinders were either refurbished or replaced with new.
Peter carried out further work over the next eight months, giving the interior a complete strip, painting the floor, trunk
pan and underside metal. Dyna mat was adhered to the cabin floor, all interior doors and panels treated against
future corrosion. Sixty per cent of the exterior body was painted and then the whole body was cut and polished. A
full matching three colour interior trim was fitted and all instrument gauges refurbished. The wheel trim rings and hub
caps were restored to perfect, to better show off the whole car. He says, ”The Mercury is a great cruiser especially
with the top down. It’s a heavy car but reliable, safe and powerful”

The 1951 Ford Victoria Custom Deluxe Coupe.
Sourced on eBay in late December 2006, this
manual Sandpiper Tan over Hawaiian Gold
1951 twin spinner, V8 F/H LHD, Ford Hardtop
Coupe with electric over drive, was an original
Arkansas “dry” car with a genuine 16,663 miles
on the clock. The car had been shed stored and
not driven since the 1980s. The body, trim and
paint had been restored in USA prior to the
coupe arriving in Melbourne. The work done
was adequate and the paint cut back well.
Overall, the Coupe proved to be very original
with accurate features. The engine was another
story! It had not been properly prepared by the
vendor prior to starting after so long in storage,
with the result it was running roughly and
fuming. Peter made the decision to do a total
rebuild. The block was cleaned, pickled and
tested and proved ok. The heads also proved ok and were lightly ground as was the block face. All motive
components were tested, dynamically balanced and reassembled. The engine was then painted in quality enamel
that matched the original colour and finish.
While the engine work was proceeding, Peter put the assembled body on the hoist over the garage pit, to work on
the underside. The front suspension, steering and brakes were overhauled. New brake wheel cylinders and master
cylinder kit were installed. Other work was carried out while on the hoist and to finish, all the underside, running
gear, suspension and chassis frame were hand painted in Peter’s favourite satin black POR 51, a hard ceramic
coating finish. Other jobs done included rebuilding the distributor, new HT leads, a fresh wiring loom and the 6 Volt
lighting components upgraded to give brightest light available. The radiator was also rebuilt and pressure tested.
The completed car was issued a RWC on 4th May 2007, a shade over 4 months after he had bought it. The Octos
suspect there would have been many long days and nights “burning the midnight oil” to have her back on the road in
that time!
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The 1956 Ford Fairlane Victoria Coupe
Peter bought this ex-Californian car from the second Australian owner and the family used it for about a year before
he decided to do a body-off restoration. Absolutely nothing was to be overlooked in the process. Very little rust was
evident being originally, a west coast owned American car. The Chassis frame was completely stripped down, degreased, sand blasted and painted Chassis Black.
The Thunderbird “Y” block motor only needed a top end overhaul including the camshaft oiling improvement, a
transmission overhaul, an upgrade to the brakes , radiator, heating system and the 12volt electrics were replaced
with all new or restored components. Improvements made to the brakes included replacing the front drums with XW/
XY disc brakes and installing a vacuum booster mounted in the engine bay. A front anti-sway bar was fitted along
with four gas filled shock absorbers. The rear springs were refurbished and reset.
The complete body was bead blasted, rust repaired where needed using all steel pieces [no fillers!] then set on a
rotisserie and painted in factory colours of
Peacock Blue and Colonial White with red
primer finish to the underbody. Everything on
the car has either been refurbished or replaced,
including all body fastenings, seals and rubbers
components, new windscreen and side glass,
working on the premise “it is difficult to ignore
anything that should be replaced”.
The restoration reflects Peter’s absolute
dedication to achieving a pristine result for the
time and effort he has put into this car, taking
over three years to complete. The restored
Fairlane Victoria looks superb in her two-tone
paint finish and the two door body design gives
the Coupe the well- balanced look of a standout
beach-side cruiser!

The 1957 Chevrolet Bel Air Convertible.
This is one very stylish Convertible! Painted in Matador Red with white convertible top, it is one of 47,562 American
built 1957 Chevrolet Convertibles offered with an original base price of US$2611. This convertible came from Seattle,
Washington on the North-west coast of USA, where it had been stored for 12 years. The car was imported into
Western Australia in the late 1980s. The new owner spared no expense in a total restoration including an
undetectable conversion to RHD using Australian GM components.
The Convertible has an OHV V8 engine
developing 200 BHP with a 3 speed 350
“Turbohydramatic” auto transmission. The brakes
are hydraulic vacuum power assisted. Peter has
upgraded the front by fitting GM disc brakes, the
rear are the original 11 inch drums. The
suspension is front: independent coil springs ”A”
ball joints, and the rear springs are longitudinal 4leaf with hydraulic shocks. The convertible top is
operated by electric/hydraulic push/pull button.
Peter bought the Convertible in 1991 and had it
freighted to Melbourne. He says the car’s
presentation was faultless and a credit to the
professional restorer in WA. “I have constantly and
painstakingly maintained the Chevy since 1991 to
keep it in its pristine condition. Any feature that
appears to be deteriorating is immediately restored
using original parts provided with the factory build.
It is a delight to drive and a great classic, long distance touring car”
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Email to the Editor
Octo receives an Award
Awards for any of the Octos are pretty thin on the ground
these days so when Octo Mick was awarded "Club Person
of the Year" by the prestigious Mornington Yacht Club it
caused some excitement and admiration especially amongst
the two surviving two.

The award was recognition for his work in raising necessary
funds for different projects and charities over a long period
of time and his devotion to Sailing for the Disabled which is
very close to his heart
His friends know that outside frivolities are not possible on
Wednesday afternoons in sailing season cos of his devotion
to the cause. There is a very strong group of "Old yachties "
who give their time and expertise to creating a new
experience for people who otherwise would never get the
opportunity.
Well done Mick. and does a medal go with it ?.... the simple
one asked.

Some Special Milestones
In the last few weeks Life Member Geoff Anderson turned 93
years young and also Life Members Don and Bev Robinson
celebrated their 60th anniversary

Congratulations and good wishes from all the members.

$150

TAX RETURNS

FAST TURN AROUND
FEE FROM FUND AVAILABLE
EVENING & WEEKEND APPT AVAILABLE
ESTABLISHED IN MORNINGTON SINCE 1997
REGISTERED TAX AGENTS
GOOD OLD FASHIONED SERVICE

Factory 1/34 Watt Road, Mornington
Ph: (03) 5975 3908
Note:$150 Tax return is for standard, individual tax return only
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CLUB MERCHANDISE For Sale

IMPORTANT NOTICES

POLO T SHIRT
$30
RUGBY TOP
$40
JACKET (Sleeveless)
$45
CAP
$15
BEANIE
$15
GRILLE BADGE (Metal)
$30
CAR STICKERS
$1All these items may be purchased at monthly
meetings or ring Rob Lloyd on: 0407 833 878 to
Arrange purchase at McCrae

CLUB PERMIT SCHEME
MANAGEMENT INFO
David Doubtfire is the Club Permit Officer and
Brian Evans is deputy officer for emergency only.

DRIVER RESPONSIBILITY
It is the responsibility of the driver of a club red
plated vehicle being driven to ensure the vehicle
is in a current roadworthy condition.

CLUB PERMIT HOLDER’S
RESPONSIBILITY
It is the club permit holder’s responsibility to:
Remain a financial member of the club
and
Contact the club permit officer after disposal
of a red plate vehicle

CPS RENEWAL REMINDER
NOVEMBER

DARREN McGRATH
Proprietor

P ANDREWS
J CHIDGZEY
P CRIPPS
M GAGLIARDI
K HILLS
S KNIGHTLEY

R BEAGLEY
G CLIFFORD
L D'ALTON
J HARLEY
W INNES
P LITTLE

C CASSAR
R COLUMBINE
J DICKIN
C HIGGINS
D KISBY
G MEANEY

R MEATES

K MORRISON

B NUTBEAN

J PALMER

D PAYNE

J POLLOCK

F SANDERS

B STRATING

I WHITEHEAD

S ZOIS

DECEMBER

MUFFLER AND EXHAUST
SYSTEMS
TOWBARS AND SHOCKERS

Factory 2/5 Newington Ave
ROSEBUD
PH: 03 5981 2299

A BOLT

R CHILIANIS

M CROW

J ELLIS-JONES

M GAGLIARDI

M GRIERSON

W HALL

K HALLAM

R HILL

G HOCKING

W INNES

M JAGEURS

B JONES

P KRUEGER

B LESLIE

B MASON

R NASH

D NASH

V PORTEOUS

C WATKINS

NOTE: Permit Renewal by Mail
If sending renewal notices by mail please send them
with a self addressed
envelope, ONLY to the club PO BOX 12
DROMANA VIC. 3936
mailbox:
PAGE 14

Your Club needs you to pay your
MEMBERSHIP - DUE ON 1st OCTOBER

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS WERE DUE ON 1st OCTOBER 2020
The preferred form of payment is by Direct Debit, however, any members wishing to pay with
cash can do so at any Bendigo Bank branch direct into our account: BSB 633 - 000. ACCOUNT 131808131. REF - YOUR NAME (very important!)
Cheques can still be sent to our PO Box 12 DROMANA 3936 or deposited direct into the above
account.
WITH ALL PAYMENTS IT IS ESSENTIAL YOU INCLUDE “YOUR NAME “
If anyone is suffering from financial hardship due to the current situation please contact the
treasurer, Paul Lucas
Please complete the Membership Renewal Form so that we can ensure our database is up to
date with your contact details, vehicles on CPS etc.
Preferably, please return the form via email to :- lucasp14798@gmail.com
(photographing the completed form with your Phone and emailing to the above is an option!) or
send it to our PO Box
On receipt of payment, membership cards will be posted to members receiving the email
magazine or be attached to the hard copy magazine for others
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I’m an HQ Ute, this my story.

Allan Lowe.

I was conceived in 1970 at General Motors Holden Fishermans Bend. Born in 1971 I’m an HQ utility, Belmont is my
given name. I am the result of a full ground up design and build, the first at Holden since the original 215 series in
1948. Built on the longer wheelbase as that of the Statesman, I have a lovely new body shape painted metallic
Orchid, although I prefer my colour to be known as Pinot Noir. I have a beautiful white tonneau cover over my tray
and run on shiny mag wheels, I am truly a glamourous utility. My power comes from my 3.3 Litre heart known as the
202. I have a 3 speed automatic transmission with 4.4 diff ratio and uprated suspension with drum brakes, really?
Surely I am more deserving and have discs brakes.
Being the only automatic HQ ute in Victoria and so good looking, I am sent to Garry & Warren Smith Holden
dealership in Oakleigh and placed on a rotating display stand under lights in their showroom, I feel special and enjoy
the attention. It is not long before I am purchased and on the way to my owner’s home, I show him that I am a
sprinter with my 4.4 diff ratio, he is surprised.
It is not long before some serious work is required of me and some long drives to various country work sites as I’m
helping to save Victoria’s environment. My heart works overtime on the freeways because 80kmh is 3000 revs and
at 100kmh I rev my heart out and become very thirsty, maybe I should have been born a stayer and not a sprinter. I
am soon to be sent off to Landi-Hartog to fix my drinking problem, they tell me my 202 heart will love this new LPG
fuel and save my owner lots of money. The other problem is when sprinting with a heavy load on board I have a lot
of trouble stopping, something to do with drum brakes I’m told, I’m not sure why I have them as disc brakes are
available and my owner soon fits them, now I can stop.
With so much highway driving at high revs a weakness in my heart appears, the 202 pistons are not up to the
constant revs necessitating an overnight heart transplant. My local Repco branch is the source of not ONE but TWO
of my heart transplants during my working life.
One very unfortunate happening to me was with the brick post of my driveway. I was being driven by a nameless
person and subjected to considerable damage. I am off to the panel shop for repair and a brief rest. I am to undergo
a colour change to a lovely British Racing Green.
I am shocked to be painted Mint Julip, somehow there has been a mix up of paint numbers and from this day on I
am referred to as the Flying Green Cucumber. I am so visible with my colour and bold signwriting that a major LPG
company has contacted my owner’s office and said,
“your utes have been seen all over Victoria and we would like to put your entire fleet on LPG”.
I really am so visible, it makes me smile when my owner’s daughter has her PLC school friends hang out of their
tram waving vigorously to me as I pass, I am the Flying Green Cucumber!
I’m not young anymore and now suffering some minor forms of skin cancer, not caused by the sun but from the
years of trapped dirt in and around my wheel arches and sills. After 20 years of service and some 400,000 miles I
am becoming tired and need a rest. My owner’s son helps with some of the cosmetic repairs to my body and a
colour change to White is agreed upon as driving a Mint Julip HQ utility to Camberwell Grammar in year twelve is
not cool.
I am happy with these light duties in my retirement. Very soon I am taking my young driver to various recreational
fun places looking at the surf and enjoying the company of other GM Holden creations, we are a proud bunch and
trendy mode of transport for our young drivers.
My daily drive now is to Channel 7 where my young driver works on a number of different television shows. One of
these TV series is “Big Girls Blouse” staring Gina Riley, Jane Turner and Magda Szubanski. I soon become a
television star. One of the show scenes is a typical outback Bachelor & Spinsters Ball. I am chosen for a part in this
series and fitted with a huge bull bar. With Gina driving me and Magda as passenger I am filmed at great speed
along country dirt roads out of control then arriving late at the venue at speed and unable to stop, I crash through the
wall of the Hall onto the dance floor, Magda & Gina jump out shouting to everyone “WE’RE HERE”. There is so
much laughter from Magda & Gina the directors who are unable to stop them laughing shout, we have the shot we
want, lets wrap it up. I had a great day.
My retirement was all fun until an accident with a taxi sent me to a vehicle graveyard, a very sad place indeed. After
some time, there I am hearing whispers of reincarnation or is it restoration they are speaking of? I see people eyeing
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me off for what purpose? only time will tell. I have vivid dreams of that day I sat so proudly on the rotating stand
under floodlights at Garry & Warren Smith Holden Dealership. I was soooo good looking.

Cars of the Thirties and Forties.

Bill Glover

The writer is still working thru his library and he previously reviewed a large format book (in Crankhandle) by Michael
Sedgwick published in 1970 Turning yet another page Sedgewick outlined very clearly trends that changed the design of cars in the thirties and forties often led by the designers employed by the independent coachwork body
shops and the two cars he featured show the progress and changes made in just seven years USA reflected the
same changes, especially their more exotic manufactures like Cord, Auburn, Packard, Lincoln and others.
Two of the many photos depicted are the British racing green Bentley and on the opposite page a Hotchkiss, both 4
seaters with retractable tops .On one page the huge 1930 8 litre Bentley is featured weighing in at 2 ½ tons and
capable of 100 mph looking quite aggressive with very large headlights and long bonnet and on the opposite page
an elegant 3.5 litre 1938 Hotchkiss featuring disc wheels, chrome wheel hubs and lavish mudguard curves, also capable of 100 mph and featuring dramatic two tone paintwork with design and bodywork of them both done in UK.
Both cars featured very neat folded hoods. The seven years between them demonstrated the change from big
heavy powerful cars of the late 20’s and early thirties to a more graceful, lighter easier handling motor car. Even the
style of paintwork differed and comfort was becoming a real consideration.

Two Outback Blokes
Two blokes living in the Australian outback saw a couple of jobs advertised by the Queen of England.
She was looking for footmen, to walk beside her carriage.
They applied and were very happy to be flown to London for an interview with Her Majesty.
She said to them: “Because my footmen must wear long white stockings, I must see your ankles to be sure they are
not swollen or misshapen."
After they show her their ankles, the Queen said: “It is also important that you don’t have knobby knees, so I need to
see your knees too.”
Once she has seen their knees, she said: “Now everything appears to be in shape, so I just need to see your testimonials.”
Nine years later, when the pair are finally released from prison, one of the blokes says to the other:
”I reckon, if we just had a bit more education, we would have got that job!"
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BUY, SWAP OR SELL
Members may submit notices of items they wish to BUY, SWAP or SELL at no charge (2 issues only).
Non Members (not commercial) shall be charged $10.00 for seven lines, max. two issues only. Club Permit
eligible vehicles only.
.

Commercial advertising enquiries should be addressed to: The Treasurer, S.P.C. & H.C.C., PO Box 12,
Dromana, Vic., 3936. Government regulations require that the registration, engine or chassis number of the
vehicle MUST be included in all “FOR SALE” advertisements.
NOTIFY THE EDITOR ONCE YOUR ARTICLE HAS BEEN SOLD OR THE ADVERT. IS NO LONGER REQUIRED.

For Sale
Given to me, a Revell brand 1/16 scale plastic model. 1938 MercedesBenz 540K. 330 mm long
Many bits still in plastic bags in box. Perfect for a beginner. Collect from
Tootgarook.
Warwick Spinaze 0407 016 719

Wanted
1991 Bay to Bay Rally car badge to complete
the balance of the badge bar on my MG-TC
Jon Klein ph 0418 889 980 5975 553
jon.klein@bigpond.com

FOR SALE.

X-TYPE JAGUAR 2002

Future classic model in perfect condition.

This is the SPORT 3.0 LITRE V6 AUTOMATIC 5 SPEED
WITH ALL WHEEL DRIVE. PHOENIX RED rare colour,
BLACK LEATHER INTERIOR AND BURR WALNUT
DASH.
I bought it in Perth from a fellow enthusiast at 105,000
kms a few years ago and had it railed across. It now has
only 130,000 kms with service history, registered to
December 2020.
For sale for $12000

phone 0407833878 Rob Lloyd

WANTED
Display cabinet with shelves for a small model-car
collection.

It can be in original condition. Free-standing or wallmounted OK
Be happy to collect same.
Warwick Spinaze

Thank you
0407 016 719

WANTED
Caravan storage space please.
Van size 6m long x 2.3 m wide x 2.7 m high. Carport or
shed preferred. Hopefully with 240V power to charge
battery.
Site needs to be secure with easy level access. Also
close enough to Tootgarook. Fee or similar negotiable.
Thank you
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Warwick Spinaze

0407 016 719

Specialising in
All Jobbing work
Car and Boat Parts
Motor Cycle Parts
Rare Spares Stockists
Reconditioning of all Bumper Bars
Gold Plating
Aluminium Plating
Zinc Plating
Barrel Plating
Chrome, Nickel, Copper & Silver Plating

Email: vinneys@bigpond.com
Web: www.vinneys.com.au

See Darron Hodgson and staff for all
your auto service needs, from what
makes it go …. to what makes it

STOP…..AND GO, TO

STOP
They’ll even give you a 12 month or
20,000 km guarantee on parts and labour
Call and talk to Darron:

ABS MORNINGTON
53 Tyabb Road, Mornington, Vic 3931
Phone: (03) 59736855 Fax: (03) 59736344
Email: mornington@absauto.com.au
OR check the ABS website: www.absauto.com.au
(Club members, 10% discount on presentation of this advertisement)

New Owner:-Mathew Reddecliffe
Address: 3/14 Bruce Street ,Mornington.
Phone (03) 5975 7503 / 043 580 953
Email: MLAUTOMOTIVEREPAIRS@GMAIL.COM
Web: MLAUTOMOTIVE.COM.AU
PAGE 19

One Stop Shop
We offer a full suite of products
and services ensuring your
automotive needs are taken
care of all at the one location

Some Jokes from Joyce
IF MY BODY WAS A CAR…..
If my body was a car, now is about the time I’d think of
trading up to a newer model.

I’ve got bumps, dints and scratches and my paint job is
getting a little dull, but that’s not the worst of it:
My headlights are out of focus and it’s especially hard to
see things up close.
My Traction is not as graceful as it once was.
I slip, slide, skid and bump into things, even in the best of
weather.
My whitewalls are stained with varicose veins.
It takes me hours to reach my maximum speed.
My fuel rate burn is inefficient, but here is the worst of it:Almost every time I sneeze, cough or splutter…either my
radiator leaks or my exhaust backfires!

A man walks into a bar and orders12 shots of whiskey and
starts drinking them as fast as he can.
The barman says—”take it easy there, why are you
drinking so fast?” The man replies, “you would be drinking
fast too if you had what I have”. The barman asks “what
do you have?” The man answers — “75 cents”
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