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The  oldest  Octo    had  barely  finished  the  1000  piece  Jig  saw  puzzle  than  another  parcel  arrived  from  DIL  

(daughter  in  law)  Yes,  another  1000  piece  jig  saw,  and  this  time  its  really  really  hard,  lots  of  sea  and  sky  

and  its  testing  the  old  fellow.  It  started  with  a  reminder  from  youngest  son  to  stop  trying  to  force  the  tiny  

bits  into  place.  .I  pointed  out  that    if  one  pushes  them    hard  enough  they  nearly  appear  to  be  correct    

even  if  the  colour  is  not  quite  perfect,  .....after  all  the  sea  changes  colour  all  the  time.  Things  went  very  

very  slowly  until  son  arrived  

with  two  grandsons  who  

took  to  the  puzzle  .  It  now  

looks  very  respectable,  

about  90%  finished.  I  think  

it    should  remain  in  that  

state  in  case  DIL  decides  

that  "The  elderly  one  "  

needs  more  stimulation  and  

sends  another one  

  Bill  Glover 

Bill’s  Been  At  It  Again! 
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COMMITTEE MEETINGS are held at “The Library”’ 
Mornington Gardens, 98 Bungower Rd, Mornington. 

2nd Tuesday each month at 1:15pm  
Tel 0420 927 073 (Paul Lucas) . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi everyone, it’s amazing how fast 

time goes even when  you are not 

having fun. Well not as much fun as 

we should be having. Never mind 

there is light at the end of  the 

tunnel. We are now able to run 

smaller events and our events 

coordinators John and Chrissy are 

off to a good start. Keep your eyes 

on the upcoming events in the 

Crankhandle. No news on when we can recommence 

regular meetings at the hall but we are working on it. 

Our Christmas dinner is a no go this year. (Very 

disappointing) We will endeavour to hold something like 

it in 2021. 

Last month we held a zoom General meeting. There 

were 21 attendees. Given the nature of such meetings it  

was quite successful. It was great to catch up with 

members even if not in person. Please feel free to join 

in by following the links sent out by email. If you are 

unsure “how to” please give me a call (or  one  of  the  

other  committee  members) and I am sure we will be 

able to help. 

Rob has been busy and 

we now have a new 

badge design which you 

are able to order from 

Rob. Here is a sample. 

A bit of trivia. 

Cars with automatic transmissions are attached to the 

engine crankshaft using a “flex” plate. I had the 

misfortune of breaking one a few years ago. 

Studebakers are prone to do this if the bell housing is 

changed to a different block. This is because they are 

mated and aligned to each block and then the locating 

dowels are fitted on factory assembly. If bell housing is 

changed to another block “issues” with run out arise. 

The factory run out is .004”. 

The aftermarket solution is to make the flex plate out of 

thicker steel. 

However this got my grey matter agitated and I resolved  

in my mind why this is not a good solution. 

The reason it’s called a flex plate is because a torque 

converter swells up under hydraulic pressure when 

driven. When it does it puts pressure on the input 

bearing of the transmission. Then the flex plate flexes 

towards the engine taking up the expanding torque 

converter. This avoids damage to the transmission by 

preventing undue pressure on the input bearing. A 

thicker flex plate takes considerable more force to “flex”  

it. 

The moral to the story is that making things bigger and 

stronger is not always a good idea. 

By the way my solution was to change to a transmission  

that has a run out tolerance of .030” 

Align the bell housing and use a standard flex plate. 

Keep well and I hope we can catch up soon. 

Allan  Tyler 

All’s  Soap  box 
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COMING  EVENTS     

December 

Thursday 3rd 

Cruise to Noojee Hotel for lunch.  Meet at Bunnings Mornington  8:45  for 9am departure.  Approx 1hr 45mins 

drive.  Lunch at 11:30  (2 sittings)  and then check out local attractions, trestle bridge etc.  

Please email johnbecker@westnet.com.au or phone 0411 202 911 to book in for this event.   
 

Further details of events for December will be notified by email when we are advised of “restrictions” 
 

January  2021 

Thursday 14th  

Breakfast at Merricks General Wine Store.  Make your own way there by approx. 8am for  

Parking and 8:30 breakfast. Early bookings are essential because we don’t know what the restrictions will be 
and there will be a limit on numbers. Please email johnbecker@westnet.com.au or phone 0411 202 911 to 

book in for this event. 
 

Further events for January will be notified by email when details are available. 

Past  Event    Breakfast  at  Kirks    Tuesday  17th  Nov. 

The morning started off a little cool, however then the sun 

came out and it was beautiful.  We had 60 members at 

Kirks hotel for breakfast and they did it so well - superb cof-

fee, delicious breakfast,  friendly and efficient service. 

You could feel the excitement in everyone, being happy to 

be back together again and there was a great buzz going 

on.  Thank you to the members who participated, it was 

great to see everyone having a lovely time together – our 

first post lockdown gathering.  We had a splendid display of 

classic and historic cars along the Esplanade, most of the 

cars having their first outing for over 8 months.  

A big Thank you to Kirks and our other local businesses – 

Autobarn Mornington, Dan Murphys Mornington and Super-

cheap Mornington for providing the, much appreciated, raf-

fle prizes. 

John & Chrissy Becker. 
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THE OCTOS WISH ALL OUR MEMBERS  

A VERY MERRY XMAS AND A SAFE HAPPY NEW YEAR. 

OUR SINCERE THANKS FOR YOUR PATIENCE AND CO-OPERATION  

IN THIS UNPRECEDENTED COVID YEAR 
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Caught  in  the  Headlights 
The  Octogenarians 

Stuart  Rose    :  A  true  collector. 

Stuart  and  Candice  live  on  4  acres,  part  original  bush  in  Langwarrin  where  Stuart  has  lived  since  he  was  

three  years  of  age  when  his  parents  operated  a    52  acre  dairy  and  poultry  enterprise. 

He  went  to  school  locally  then  later  at  Frankston  Tech  and  upon  graduating,  completed  a  fitter  and  turner  

apprenticeship  in  Mordiallic  with  R  V  Dorman  who  were  electrical  engineers  before  taking  a  position  with  

Ports  and  Harbours  at  Hastings,  at  that  time,  a  Government  body,  as  Navigation  Lights  Officer.  He  was  

responsible  for  all  navigation  channel  lights  including  two  lighthouses.  When  the  Port  was  privitized,  Stuart  

decided  to  leave  and  start  his  own  business  working  from  home,  building  a  special  spray  booth  where  he  

installed  extensive  equipment  to  undertake  blasting  of  car  bodies  and  panels  to  remove  paint,  using  

granulated  perspex  which  was  a  much  kinder  and  better  treatment  than  sand  blasting.  He  retired  two  

years  ago.         

Several  cars  had  been  arranged  in  the  open  for  us  to  view.  The  first  was  a  lovely  1937  Packard  Coupe,  

in  very  good  condition  purchased  by  his  father  in  1946,  a  striking  car  with  most  attractive  bodywork.  A  

planned  respray  is  scheduled  for  the  near  future.  It  has  a  straight  eight    engine  of  320  cubic  inches  

displacement  and  rated  at  120hp  The  car  started  life  as  a  family  Packard  coupe  equipped  with  an  external    

“Dicky  seat  “  on  the  long  slopping  back,  but  Stuart’s  father  wanted  more  boot  room  so  he  removed  the  

seat  and  sealed  over  the  area  thereby  greatly  increasing  the  boot  space  and  turning  the  Packard  into  the  

business  model  often  bought  by  travelers  and  salesmen  who  needed  the  larger  boot  area..  A  rare  car ---a  

real  beauty!                   

Parked  in  front  of  the  coupe    was  another  most  beautiful  big  bodied  1927  Packard  sedan,  built  in  a  time  

when  looks  and  performance  mattered.  It  is  also  a  straight  eight  of  90bhp,  and  320ci  motor,  two  tone  

paintwork,  in  superb  condition  a  large  but  very  elegant  car  .It  has  special  imported  driving  lamps  to  

complement  the  impressive  front  of  the  car.  Its  interior  is  arresting,  Bedford  cord  seating  including  two  

jump  seats,  enabling  it  to  carry  7  passengers  and  fitted  with  Wilton  carpets,  a  really  stunning  restoration,  

right  up  with  the  best.  Well  done  Stuart!  He  has  owned  it  for  37  years  and  he  is  only  the  third  owner,  

having  bought  the  car  from  a  NSW  dealer  who  imported  the  car  from  the  second  owner, a  New  

Zealander.  This  is  some  car!  .Stuart’s  brother  also  has  a  very  original  1927  Packard    with  a  Super  eight  

384ci  motor,  in  need  of  total  restoration  and  left  with  Stuart  as  a  future  project.   

Beside  the  Packards,  Stuart  is  something  of  a  BMW  collector.  On  the  driveway  was  a    rather  rare  1995  

BMW  740I  E38  series,  a  long  sleek  car    and    the  first  car  to  come  equipped  with  TV  that  Stuart  had  

converted  from  analogue  to  digital,  but  as  Stuart  pointed  out  “who  watches  TV  when  driving?”  The  

“beemer”  is  also  equipped  with  electronic  damper  control  to  handle  high  speed  driving  and    the  first  to  

have  curtain  airbags  and  traction  control.  Its  V8  engine  develops  190  BHP.  A  very  nice  car.  Under  cover  

in  a  garage    was  an  older  1990  BMW  E32  735IL  awaiting  some    minor  work  and  in  another  shed  we  

spied  the  rear  view  of  a  BMW  X5  4.6  IS  M  V8.  Now  that  is  a  rare  beast  and  a  real  tarmac  burner.  Most  

of  the  X5  V8s  suvs  were  of  4.5  capacity  and  very  few  were  made  in  the  configuration  of  this  vehicle. 

On  Club  plates  is  a  elegant  1984  Jaguar  XJS  V12,  the  first  of  the  new  look  models  in  very  good  

condition  finished  in  a  not  often  seen,  grey  colour  and  in  a  nearby  garage  were  a  couple  of  moderns  not  

“worthy  of  spending  time  on  in  the  context  of  our  visit” so  their  owner  said,  but  in  numerous  sheds  were  



PAGE 7  

other  gems  to  discover.  In  a  larger  shed  buiIt  as  

his  workshop,  was  a  1929  Packard  roadster,  with  

what  the  writer  would  call  a  coupe  convertible.  a  

rare  model,  with  its  woodwork  virtually  completed,  

only  requiring  minor  engine  work,  interior  refurbishing  

and  paintwork  etc  to  finish.    and  to  complement  the  

car,  there  was  a  special  shaped  original  Packard  

suitcase  that  Stuart  found  on  Ebay,  converting  it  to  

fit  on  the  drivers  side  mudguard.  A  very  unusual,  

specially  built-in  compartment,  is  set  horizontally  in  

the  body  work  behind  the  front  seat,  extending  the  

width  of  the  car  with  its  own  little  hatch-like  doors.  

Built  to  house  the  golf  clubs  of  course!,  reminding  

us  that  this  was  the  “Gatsby  era”  in  USA  and  the  

Parkard,  especially  the  roadster,  was  the  car  of  

choice  for  the  young  men  of  extreme  wealth.  Stuart  

has  managed  to  secure  an  antique  set  of  hickory  

shaft  golf  clubs  along  with  an  old  canvas  golf  bag  

to  fit  in  the  compartment.  We  look  forward  to  the  

car’s  debut. 

In  yet  another  shed  there  was  a  huge,  really    huge,  

8  ton  1902  steam  traction  engine  with  the  back  

wheels  measuring  six  feet  in  diameter.  Stuart  takes  

it  to  steam  rallies  and  he  has  had  experiences  of  

driving  up  steep  hills  in  Gippsland  where  maintaining  

steam  pressure  is  critical  to  making  it  up  the  hill..  

One  gets  the  impression  that  the  experience  was  a  

steep  learning  curve.  A  few  metres  away  there    was  

a  large  4  ton  stationary  steam  engine  that  was  

driving  a  belt  attached  to  a  very  large  chaff  cutter.  

The  combination  goes  back  over  100  years. 

By  now  we  passed  several  Fordsons  Major  tractors  

in  another  shed,  a  couple  of  Super  Fordsons  and  I  

think  we  counted  4  other  Fordsons.    Sruart’s  father  

bought  a  brand  new  Fordson  Major  in  1948  to  work  

the  farm  and  Stuart  still  uses  it.  There  was  an  

interesting  cement  mixer  powered  by  a  2hp  

Champion  engine,  both  very  old.  Alongside  the  first  

big  4  ton  stationary  steam  engine,  was  a genuine old 

wool cartage wagon with huge wooden wheels, the sort 

that operated on the large outback properties, pulled by 

up to sixteen horses or sometimes bullocks.  One could 

not help seeing several Bedford trucks of various sizes, 

suggesting they were awaiting a decision by their owner 

on happens next! Out of the corner of my eye I also saw 

several BMW 5 series, parked in the paddock, awaiting 

some action. 

We interviewed Stuart in a building overlooking a lagoon 

that he and Candice constructed, surrounded by original 

bush, a place of utter relaxation for family gatherings, 

fully equipped with frig, long tables, heater and a 32 volt 

power plant he installed himself. A very peaceful place to 

spend time. Candice’s garden looked interesting, lots of 

unusual roses, but time didn’t allow for distraction nor to 

inspect his 

collection of 

around a 100 oil 

lamps and his 

complete set of 14 

Aladdin  lamps of a 

particular model, 

imported from 

USA. 

Stuart is the sort of 

man who buys a 

very old Fordson 

steel wheeled 

tractor as a garden 

ornament, then fills 

it with oil, including 

the radiator, in case someone in the future will take it and 

restore it, before they all rust away and there are no 

more. A most interesting and thoughtful man. Thank  

goodness there are people like him. 

The Octos felt the three hours they spent with Stuart at 

his Langwarrin home, went by in a flash and one could 

have spent more time wandering around his bush block, 

poking around sheds, looking at his various stationary 

engines, the “Big Bertha” steam traction engine, the 

Fordson tractors, BMWs, those lovely straight eight 

Packards, his restoration work and things like his 

collection of lamps that we didn’t have time to inspect We 

touched on the idea of a club visit with Stuart and he is 

enthusiastic about the idea for some time next year. He 

is a man with extraordinary ability and keen to talk about 

his passion for all things old, with that typical bush 

capability to turn his hand to restoring and building 

almost anything. One gets the strong feeling he is more 

than happy to share his experiences and help those who 

share his passions in life.    
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When Committee were discussing the lack of clarity in 

the Club’s origins, someone suggested a conversation 

with Ivor Austin. I duly rang Ivor, and he made mention 

of this book during the course of our conversation. Aside 

from what I learned to add to the history of our Club [a 

work in progress by several Members] I made a point of 

seeking out this book because of a link between my 

family’s business and that of Cheney, a relationship 

which started in the late 1960’s, and continues to this 

day, though that company is now Patterson Cheney. I 

apologise that most of this comes from memory, 

because my copy is at Charlie’s Museum, having lent it 

to Charles, and I am intending at some time very soon to 

pay Charles a visit, and retrieve it. 

I am motivated by a desire to share the joys of this 

literary work, and to submit content for The Crankhandle 

to assist Keith in our magazine’s production. 

I would seriously recommend this book to anyone who is 

interested in the origins and rise of the car industry in 

Australia. It might be wise though to borrow a copy from 

your library rather than pay $150.00 for a good second 

hand book as I did. In fact, you know someone who may 

loan his copy. Revelations disclosed in this book were 

quite surprising to me. 

From Horse to Horsepower, SA Cheney.  -  Book Review by Geoff Bartlett 

Sydney Albert was always known as SA, conveniently, 

or coincidentally, because of the area of the majority of 

his early origins, and the story starts with his parents 

arriving in Gulf of St Vincent, South Australia, on a 

sailing ship, and disembarking on the beach, with little 

other than some clothes as possessions. 

Moving forward to his working life, after toiling in fresh 

vegies and consumer produce for some years, he 

decided to better himself, and offered his services with 

acquired skill in financial management to a firm who 

made horse drawn vehicles, for no reward whilst he was 

proving himself. Co-incidentally, the boys then managing 

the business while their father was in the US, had been 

instructed by him in a letter to employ a salesperson to 

sell Oldsmobiles, of which the father had a consignment 

of 30 organised for shipping home, these being “Curved 

Dash” models, pre 1910. SA had never seen a motor 

car, nor had the farmers to whom he was initially trying 

to make sales. Quite early in his career as a car 

salesman, he realised that the way to get an order was 

to convince the wife of the virtues of motoring, over the 

established form of transport to church looking at the 

backside of a horse. 

When his employers started representing the T Model 

Ford, he was well entrenched in selling Argyll’s, nearly 

twice as dear as the Ford. One of his customers asked 

him to supply a Ford, and he said that he didn’t consider 

it robust enough, but after some resistance from the 

client to part with extra money for the Argyll product, SA 

said that they would take a Ford to the customer’s 

Coorong property, and if it completed that trip in good 

shape, he would agree to make the sale. Of course the 

Ford’s ability was very satisfactory. Inconsequential 

problems, such as a mudguard falling off, certainly did 

not stop the willing steed. He went on to sell huge 

numbers of T’s. 

SA had a desire to do better than selling product for a 

boss, and when the Dodge Brothers cars were 

imminent, having had significant favourable press, he 

decided to seek a franchise for himself. He resigned, 

went to Detroit, and was virtually laughed at, as there 

were far more applicants for franchises, despite 

production being many months into the future, than 

licences Dodge would grant. Not being happy with this 

dismissal, he arrived at the office of Dodge every 

We wish all of our members and their families who have not been enjoying 
the best of health lately, a speedy recovery and return to good health. 
Members are not named for privacy reasons and also we do not want to 
cause offence by failing to mention someone by name. 
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Letter to the Editor 

How weird, a dream? 

The other night I was involved in a drag race, unclear 

whether the vehicle was a truck or a high performance 

car in the muddle of a mind that’s really asleep – or is it? 

As some of you would know, my work was involved with 

a plethora of different trucks, and apart from some hot 

laps at Sandown in a V8 Supercar, my fast driving has 

been limited to trying to get the most out of my vintage 

wheels, or my everyday driver – some of them a bit 

capable. 

The amazing thing was that the drag strip clearly had a 

name – Over the Moon. Where the hell did that come 

from? But, on reflection, what a fabulous name for such a 

venue. There was a slight hump, so competing vehicles 

dis-appeared from sight, hardly a spectator event, strictly 

for the enjoyment of the participant. 

I wouldn’t usually be moved to share such nonsense, but 

it was the clear image of this venue which made such an 

impact. If you build it, they will come [Field of Dreams], 

but nah, that aint gonna happen. 

I’ll go back to sleep now. 

Cheers,         Geoff Bartlett.  

 

 

“Metal petal”. Who said Wozza’s no gardener?  

morning at commencement of business, and virtually 

camped in the reception area all day, for about 2 

weeks.  One of the executives, finally realising that he 

kept seeing this familiar face, finally rewarded SA’s 

determination by showing him around, and he was 

ultimately successful. 

There came a time when the Federal Government 

decided to slap a huge tax on fully assembled cars 

being imported into Australia. SA’s response was to go 

quite locally to Holdens, a saddle-maker and trimmer, 

and convince them to make car bodies for Dodge 

chassis and cowls which he would import, offering them 

an order for an initial very significant quantity. Now that 

was the start of a story of its own significance. I had 

never heard of Cheney having laid the foundation for 

our nation’s beloved car. 

His heart was torn by the lack of uptake in Australia of 

product from “the mother country”, and he sold his 

highly successful Dodge franchise, and sought 

agencies, not without difficulty, and involving more 

overseas travel, for Morris and Austin. Morris 

Commercials nearly bankrupted him, and initially he 

found difficulty getting traction for his complaints with 

the engineers of Morris about inadequacies of the 

product’s “fit for purpose” in Australia. But he eventually 

won that battle too, and inadequate components were 

replaced with ones satisfactory for our rigorous 

requirements in the colony. Interestingly, he sang the 

praise of the engineering of the Austin product by 

comparison. 

At one time he was a significant mover of Chevrolet 

product in South Australia. He desperately wanted a 

Holden franchise when that car brand was to be 

launched, but was given Vauxhall and Bedford, and 

Melbourne became a big part of his activity by this time. 

As you will be aware, SA Cheney were involved in the 

early Armstrong 500 victories at Phillip Island by 

Vauxhall Crestas. 

Cheney did get a Holden dealership in Sydney, I think 

he bought a franchise which was up and running. 

This review is a snapshot of a very detailed expose of 

our motor industry history, and there wasn’t much of it 

about which SA Cheney was not an integral part. I 

would rate this as one of the best books I have read. 

There is also a lot of human interest in this story, and it 

could stand very well as an Australian historical 

volume, quite aside from what I was focussed on, the 

automotive slant. 

I would invite anyone who has also read the book to 

embellish on my observations, or indeed correct any 

inaccuracy. 
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A Golden Oldie from Terry Opie 



PAGE 11 

Seems like cars have always had radios but they didn't. 

Here's the story: One evening, in 1929, two young men named 

William Lear and Elmer Wavering drove their girlfriends to a lookout 

point high above the Mississippi River town of Quincy, Illinois, to 

watch the sunset. 

It was a romantic night to be sure, but one of the women observed 

that it would be even nicer if they could listen to music in the car. Lear 

and Wavering liked the idea. Both men had tinkered with radios (Lear 

served as a radio operator in the U.S. Navy during World War I) and it 

wasn't long before they were taking apart a home radio and trying to 

get it to work in a car. 

But it wasn't easy: automobiles have ignition switches, generators, 

spark plugs, and other electrical equipment that generate noisy static 

interference, making it nearly impossible to listen to the radio when 

the engine was running. 

One by one, Lear and Wavering identified and eliminated each 

source of electrical interference     When they finally got their radio to 

work, they took it to a radio convention in Chicago. 

There they met Paul Galvin, owner of Galvin Manufacturing 

Corporation. He made a product called a "battery eliminator", a 

device that allowed battery-powered radios to run on household AC 

current. 

But as more homes were wired for electricity, more radio 

manufacturers made AC-powered radios Galvin needed a new 

product to manufacture. When he met Lear and Wavering at the radio 

convention, he found it. 

He believed that mass-produced, affordable car radios had the 

potential to become a huge business. Lear and Wavering set up shop 

in Galvin's factory, and when they perfected their first radio, they 

installed it in his Studebaker. 

Then Galvin went to a local banker to apply for a loan. Thinking it 

might sweeten the deal, he had his men install a radio in the banker's 

Packard.  

Good idea, but it didn't work – Half an hour after the installation, the 

banker's Packard caught on fire. (They didn't get the loan.). 

Galvin didn't give up. He drove his Studebaker nearly 800 miles to 

Atlantic City to show off the radio at the 1930 Radio Manufacturers 

Association convention. Too broke to afford a booth, he parked the 

car outside the convention hall and cranked up the radio so that 

passing conventioneers could hear it. That idea worked -- He got 

enough orders to put the radio into production. 

WHAT'S IN A NAME 

That first production model was called the 5T71. 

Galvin   decided he needed to come up with something a little 

catchier. In those days many companies in the phonograph and radio 

businesses used the suffix "ola" for their names - Radiola, 

Columbiola, and Victrola were three of the biggest. 

Galvin   decided to do the same thing, and since his radio was 

intended for use in a motor vehicle, he decided to call it the Motorola. 

But even with the name change, the radio still had problems: 

When Motorola went on sale in 1930, it cost about $110 uninstalled, 

at a time when you could buy a brand-new car for $650, and the 

country was sliding into the Great Depression. (By that measure, a 

radio for a new car would cost about $3,000 today.) 

In 1930, it took two men several days to put in a car radio -- The 

dashboard had to be taken apart so that the receiver and a single 

HISTORY OF THE CAR RADIO                 From Paul Lucas 

speaker could be installed, and the ceiling had to be cut open to 

install the antenna. 

These early radios ran on their own batteries, not on the car battery, 

so holes had to be cut into the floorboard to accommodate them. The 

installation manual had eight complete diagrams and 28 pages of 

instructions. Selling complicated car radios that cost 20 percent of the 

price of a brand-new car wouldn't have been easy in the best of 

times, let alone during the Great Depression – Galvin   lost money in 

1930 and struggled for a couple of years after that. But things picked 

up in 1933 when Ford began offering Motorola's pre-installed at the 

factory. 

In 1934 they got another boost when Galvin   struck a deal with B.F. 

Goodrich tire company to sell and install them in its chain of tire 

stores. By then the price of the radio, with installation included, had 

dropped to $55. The Motorola car radio was off and running. 

(The name of the company would be officially changed from Galvin   

Manufacturing to "Motorola" in 1947.) 

In the meantime, Galvin   continued to develop new uses for car 

radios. 

In 1936, the same year that it introduced push-button tuning, it also 

introduced the Motorola Police Cruiser, a standard car radio that was 

factory pre-set to a single frequency to pick up police broadcasts. 

In 1940 he developed the first handheld two-way radio -- The Handy-

Talkie – for the U. S. Army. 

A lot of the communications technologies that we take for granted 

today were born in Motorola labs in the years that followed World War 

II. 

In 1947 they came out with the first television for       under $200. 

In 1956 the company introduced the world's first pager; in 1969 came 

the radio and television equipment that was used to televise Neil 

Armstrong's first steps on the Moon. 

In 1973 it invented the world's first handheld cellular phone. 

Today Motorola is one of the largest cell phone manufacturers in the 

world. And it all started with the car radio. 

Whatever happened to the two men who installed the first radio in 

Paul Galvin's car? 

Elmer Wavering and William Lear, ended up taking very different 

paths in life.  

Wavering stayed with Motorola. In the 1950's he helped change the 

automobile experience again when he developed the first automotive 

alternator, replacing inefficient and unreliable generators. The 

invention lead to such luxuries as power windows, power seats, and, 

eventually, air-conditioning. 

Lear also continued inventing. He holds more than 150 patents. 

Remember eight-track tape players? Lear invented that. 

But what he's really famous for are his contributions to the field of 

aviation. He invented radio direction finders for planes, aided in the 

invention of the autopilot, designed the first fully automatic aircraft 

landing system, and in 1963 introduced his most famous invention of 

all, the Lear Jet, the world's first mass-produced, affordable business 

jet. (Not bad for a guy who dropped out of school after the eighth 

grade.) 

Sometimes it is fun to find out how some of the many things that we 

take for granted actually came into being 
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Tuesdays with Harold.                                                               Allan Lowe. 

I met Harold Welte, one of our neighbours, when I was 

building our home here in Sorrento some twenty years 

ago. After a very interesting conversation with him I 

wanted to know a lot more about his life. A friendship of 

several years followed along with the very well laid out 

morning tea on each Tuesday with Harold and Audrey, 

his long time wife and partner. Having met during the 

war, they married having known each other for just 3 

weeks. Harold said, that’s how it was then! 

Harold was born in South Africa and at 14 years of age 

began his dream of a SA Naval traineeship, the ship 

was anchored one mile off the coastline. His training 

was brutal, as Harold said it was not the beatings with 

the cat of nine tails but the starvation that led him to 

escape down the anchor chain one night and attempt 

the one mile swim to the mainland. He was found 

unconscious on a rock atoll by fishermen and taken to 

hospital. Harold showed me the front page of the 

Johannesburg newspaper confirming his story. His 

parents had to pay the Navy for his release from the 

traineeship. He then joined his father in a gold mine as a 

clerical assistant and later went underground to access 

the tunnels after blasting for structural deficiencies. This 

was an extremely dangerous job but paying 

considerably more than his clerical position. One 

morning he and his friend experienced a collapse of the 

tunnel, his friend was crushed to death in front of him, 

Harold was uninjured and then decided to seek another 

occupation. 

Harold seeking adventure felt certain at the time that 

war was imminent in Europe. His Father, born in France 

fought in WW1 and was awarded France’s highest 

military medal for bravery.  Harold headed to the UK 

intending to enlist in the RAF as a pilot. His 2 hours in a 

trainer aircraft followed by a solo flight nearly ended in 

disaster and was told he had failed his flight training. He 

then set his sites on the Navy but while walking through 

London noticed a sign, “RAF recruiting”. Harold asked, 

was there anything on offer? the reply was “yes a 

machine gunner”, Harold said he wanted to fly, “you will”  

was the reply. He was then told, before you accept this 

position we have to tell you that life expectancy is 3 

weeks. Harold was desperate and he needed to have 

paid employment in the services, so he accepted the 

position of the rear tail gunner in Whitley Bombers. 

Harold excelled in gunner 

training and was posted to a 

bomber squadron. Harold’s 

first flight in the Whitley was 

over Germany at the outbreak 

of war in1939 dropping leaflets 

over cities discouraging the 

Germans from going to war. 

Harold had photos showing 

the flack damage to the 

Whitley after dropping leaflets, 

not such a phony war for Harold and his crew! The 

Whitleys could sustain considerable damage while still 

being able to fly. He showed me photos of where rear tail 

gunners once were, obliterated by gunfire and flack, the 

tail gunner being the first target in the Luftwaffe attacks 

on Whitley Bombers. Harold told me he had not expected 

to survive the war but in hindsight he did have as many 

lives as a cat. He spoke of the time he was stood down 

one night from a bombing mission due to him having a 

heavy cold, the Whitley with a full bomb load crashed on 

takeoff killing all. The Whitleys were night time bombers 

having a bomb load capacity of 7000 lbs. The early 

Whitley bombers with their Armstong engines were slow 

and the planes under gunned in defence having only the 

tail gunner with two browning guns. Rolls Royce Merlin 

V12 engines producing 1,145 hp were soon fitted as 

were four browning .303 machine guns for the rear tail 

gunner and one forward operated by the bomb aimer. 

Enemy flack was often so intense it became Harold’s job 

having visibility to advise the pilots to descend or ascend 

the aircraft to avoid the flack, pilots were guided by 

Harold at these times. 
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Halifax in late 1940. The Whitley was then used for 

transport, including parachute troop movement. Of the 

1,814 number built there is not one original Whitley 

existing let alone operational anywhere in the world 

today. Dr.Elliot Spock has spent the last 13 years building 

a Whitley Bomber from salvaged wrecks and from the 

one found crashed in the East Scaraben Mountains in 

northern Scotland. In 1990 Steve Hazel,diving just 200 

yards off Hastings Pier in the UK. found a nut stamped 

RR, from near where the undercarriage of Whitley 

No.1476  had been raised in the 1980s. The plane had 

caught fire and crashed into the sea records show 

despite some injuries, all the crew survived. 

Harold survived physical injury during the war but was 

mentally damaged for some time afterwards. He returned 

to South Africa and became the Castrol representative for 

motorsport. 

He and Audrey as part of his job entertained the Castrol 

management and many international drivers at their 

lovely home. Harold played the piano at these functions, 

he was full of life and loved his job with Castrol. Problems 

in South Africa caused Harold and Audrey to leave there 

for Australia. I spent a number of years visiting them both 

here listening to their tales. I filmed Harold for hours in full 

uniform, his stories would fill a book, too many to tell 

here. A number of pages are written of his exploits in the 

book ‘The Whitley Boys’. I intend to send a copy of the 

film footage to the war museums here in Canberra and 

the UK. Harold passed away at age 85 years, Audrey 

then went to live at Metung with their son.  

It was a long long winter! It is great to see the sun, feel 

the warmer days and venture out at will. On the positive 

side, my old cars should have at least 6 months more life 

in them, they have had a rest from going out as well. 

As your editor I must thank everyone who has stepped up  

and made contributions to the magazine. I receive 

feedback from many saying that I must be working hard 

to get the mag’ out each month but to me the hard work 

is done by the contributors. It all comes to me and I just 

‘massage it into place and take the credit. 

Contributions are the lifeblood of the Crankhandle and 

even with no “Past Events” to report on there has been 

effectively 5 pages added to it most of this year, this last 

issue has 8 more than usual to fit everything in, so there 

are a lot of you out there who deserve a great ‘pat on the 

back’ from the rest of us, Well done YOU. 

Meggin and I wish everyone a happy and fulfilling 

Christmas and New Year season. We hope to catch up 

with you soon as John Becker has been quietly working 

in the background on some great events. 

Stay safe and stay well.  Merry Christmas!         Keith M. 

One mission required the bombing of a munitions factory 

in Czechoslovakia, heavy cloud prevented identifying the 

target. Excessive fuel was used waiting for the cloud to 

clear.  Having received some damage to the Whitley 

including losing one engine and the loss of fuel due to the 

delay in siting the target it was unlikely they could make it 

back home. A quick discussion amongst the crew 

confirmed that bailing out over enemy territory was not an 

option, they should try for home by the shortest route by 

flying over the Ruhr Valley which was heavily fortified. At 

4.00 am on arriving at the coast and out of fuel the pilot is 

to attempt a sea landing. Harold came  forward and with 

an axe to cut off the fuselage door and prepare to launch 

the rubber dinghy along with the emergency supply pack. 

On impact the Whitley broke it’s back and seawater was 

gushing everywhere. Harold managed to launch the 

dinghy but the emergency pack was lost. All 5 crew 

managed to get into the rubber dinghy before the Whitley 

sank in just 3 minutes. With no emergency kit and flares 

in the dinghy that would not ignite, they drifted towards 

the North Sea and were hopeful that in daylight they 

would be seen. At 12.30 pm an aircraft spotted them and 

at 1.30 pm were picked up by a rescue boat. On arrival 

back at base he learnt that he had been reported as 

missing in action. On arrival back at the mess hall Audrey 

went white when Harold appeared. Harold noted that his 

best mate was wearing his shoes and socks. Each crew 

member now wears the goldfish emblem on their lapels 

for having been rescued from the drink. 

Harold flew 35 missions as a rear gunner in Whitley and 

Halifax Bombers and was one of only a few who survived 

from those early war years as tail gunner. He flew in the  

first 1000 bomber raid over Germany, 850 of those 

aircraft returned to base. Harold was twice retired by 

Command as he had survived the first 25 missions then 

returned for another 10 missions before being promoted 

to Bomber Squadron Leader. 

Introduced in 1936 the Whitley Bomber with it’s jutting 

chin and nose down flying attitude was replaced by the 

Greetings from the Editor 
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I was in my local newsagents last week and found 

myself browsing through the car section of the 

magazine racks. Nothing unusual about that although it 

must drive the proprietor mad! But not this time, 

because my eyes fell on a copy of the UK publication 

“Triumph World” and unbelievably, discovered it was 

the last publication of the magazine in its monthly 

format after 25 years, issue number one was April 

1995. I just had to buy it! From henceforth it is 

envisaged the magazine will only be published on an 

approximate six month basis in what is described as a 

“Bookazine,” a new word to me and possibly a new 

buzz word from pen of their well- known editor, Simon 

Goldsworthy who in mid- 2019, after more than thirteen 

years as editor of “MG Enthusiast,” moved across to 

“Classics Monthly” to take on the role of editor of that 

publication. All three magazines are part of the 

formidable Kelsey &Co UK stable. I’m sure the present 

day cost of printing, combined with the limited market 

appeal of a small “boutique” one marque magazine, 

plus the global impact of COVID-19, has led to its 

monthly demise. Really sad, because it was a great 

magazine dealing in all things Triumph in a similar style 

to the much larger circulation, “MG Enthusiast,” a 

magazine I did subscribe to for some time. 

 As I leafed through Triumph World, I came across a 

photo of a Swallow Doretti participating in a London 

performance trial. Do you remember the car or even 

the name?  

There is real history in this Frank Rainbow designed 

two seater, built in 1954/5, on the running gear and 

mechanicals of the famous Triumph TR2 sports car, 

with a slightly longer and wider chassis than the TR2, 

The  Demise of the Swallow Doretti. .                                         Mick Daddo. 

built out of Reynolds 531 tubular steel, an inner box 

steel frame and a fashioned aluminium outer body, the 

entire project built “in house” by Swallow Coach 

Building Company, a business foundered in 1922 by 

that titan of the auto industry, William Lyons.  All 

Jaguar enthusiasts will remember the beautiful SS 

[Super Swallow]  Jaguar powered cars of the mid 

1930s, especially their stunning  sports cars. 

In 1946, the newly named Jaguar Cars sold off the 

Swallow business to Helliwell, a Walsall  based aircraft 

maintenance company who in turn in 1948, sold the 

company to Tube Investments Ltd, hence the tubular 

steel chassis as mentioned above. Swallow continued 

to produce motorcycle sidecars but sales were in 

decline and in1952 Arthur Anderson ,boss of the west 

coast Swallow USA  subsidiary,  TI California, 

suggested to the Swallow board, the company should 

build a two seater sports car to rival the recently 

released Austin Healey 100 and the soon to be 

released on the west coast USA, the Triumph TR2. 

The result was the very pretty Swallow Doretti. As 

mentioned earlier, the car had all TR2 running gear and 

had the same Standard Vanguard 1991cc engine that 

was used in the TR2. This came about because of a 

cosy relationship between the Chairman of Standard 

Cars and Arthur Anderson, who didn’t see the Doretti 

as threat to the TR2 in the UK, since most of the 

production was planned to be shipped to the US west 

coast. 

The car was a very good first up design, likened by 

some to the Ferrari  166mm  “Barchetta” in its grill 

treatment and frontal area and similar to an AH100 in 

the rear. It was much better finished than the TR2 but 
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some 56lbs heavier, leading to a marginally lower top speed than the “Trump” but still capable of a genuine 100MPH 

and lively performance. The seats had slightly longer travel than the Triumph which was considered by the many to 

not have enough travel-rail, leading to an upright stance and too close to the steering wheel for the taller driver. The 

front end had the conventional arrangement of coil springs and wish bones but the rear had torque rods added to 

stop the leaf springs distorting under heavy braking and to stop road “tramping” under acceleration, a point often 

noted in reviews of early TR2s. Weight distribution of 52/48 in favour of the front, gave the car a slight degree of 

understeer. And finally, the price of STL 1102 pounds was higher than the TR2 at STL 910 pounds but made up by 

the better standard of finish. The Doretti was well received on the west coast with its “up market” appeal but sadly, 

only 276 cars were ever produced and that included two prototypes.  

So what happened? Well it appears that in 1955, production ceased after a mere ten months because Swallow 

Coach Building, the company producing the Doretti, received an ultimatum from Jaguar Cars who were about to 

launch their stunning XK120 in the US market. The XK had many components supplied by Swallow’s parent 

company, Tube Investments. So the word was forcefully put to Tube Investments management, either you stop 

production of the Swallow Doretti or Jaguar Cars will find another component supplier to take your place! End of 

message! Obviously the Doretti was viewed as a potential threat to the XK sales in the US because of its very good 

standard of finish and cheaper price.  

Jaguar XK120 vs Swallow Doretti?  Hmm, I’m not sure I go along with that argument, but it was good enough to put 

the wind up the directors of Tube Investments who decided it was better to keep faith with their Jaguar client and 

promptly ceased production of the Doretti. Better “the hand that feeds you” mentality than mucking around with a 

sports car that was after all, always planned to be built in small numbers and mainly for the US market, hence the 

sad outcome of only 276 cars ever built, with more than half the production being in LHD for the US market.  

There is a fascinating story around the machinations of the car and the people involved, but too long for this article. 

History doesn’t relate what Arthur Anderson and his team in California, thought or said about the sudden cessation 

of production and to their dreams for the car’s future, but it’s not hard to imagine what might have privately been 

said!! 

Mick Daddo 

Foot note:  I hunted around on Google for any international auctions that would give me some idea of their 

price range today. I could only find two examples of sales, the first was on Bonhams. In December 2016, 

they sold an exceptional car, in better than new condition, for Stl 68,700 say about $125,000 Aust. And RM 

Southebys  had a restored LHD car with  an estimated $140,000 to $180,000 US for auction in Fort 

Lauderdale on 30th March 2019. I have no idea what price it sold for, assuming it did sell. They also 

estimated there were still approximately 140 cars world-wide in existence at that date. If that is anything like 

right, it is an amazing survival rate.   

Another Joke from Joyce 

There is a two-letter word that perhaps has more meanings than any other two-letter word, and that is "UP”. 

It’s easy to understand UP, meaning toward the sky or at the top of the list, but when we awaken in the morning, 

why do we wake UP? At a meeting, why does a topic come UP? Why do we speak UP and why are the officers UP 

for election and why is it UP to the secretary to write UP a report? 

We call UP our friends. And we use it to brighten UP a room, polish UP the silver, we warm UP the leftovers and 

clean UP the kitchen. We lock UP the house and some guys fix UP the old car. At other times the little word has real 

special meaning. People stir UP trouble, line UP for tickets, work UP an appetite, and think UP excuses. To be 

dressed UP is special. 

And this UP is confusing: A drain must be opened UP because it is stopped UP. We open UP a store in the morning 

but we close it UP at night. 

We seem to be pretty mixed UP about UP! To be knowledgeable about the proper uses of UP, look the word UP in 

the dictionary. In a desk-sized dictionary, it takes UP almost 1/4th of the page and can add UP to about thirty 

definitions. If you are UP to it, you might try building UP a list of the many ways UP is used. It will take UP a lot of 

your time, but if you don't give UP, you may wind UP with a hundred or more. When it threatens to rain, we say it is 

clouding UP. When the sun comes out we say it is clearing UP.  

When it rains, it wets the earth and often messes things UP. When it doesn't rain for awhile, things dry UP. 

One could go on and on, but I'll wrap it UP, for now my time is UP , so... time to shut UP!!!! 
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 $150 
TAX RETURNS 

 
 FAST TURN AROUND 
 FEE FROM FUND AVAILABLE 
 EVENING & WEEKEND APPT AVAILABLE 
 ESTABLISHED IN MORNINGTON SINCE 1997 
 REGISTERED TAX AGENTS 
 GOOD OLD FASHIONED SERVICE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Factory 1/34 Watt Road, Mornington 
Ph: (03) 5975 3908 

 
 

Note:$150 Tax return is for standard, individual tax return only 

In an earlier review of one of my favourite books called Cars 

by Michael Sedgwick published in 1979, I felt I should cover 

some more of his interesting featured cars. 

The Rolls Royce Phantom in question is a 1930 model 

launched at the European Moor Shows in 1929 Michael 

makes mention of the retention of RR retaining its large 7.7 

litre 6-cylinder engine comparing it with the 8-cylinder 

Duesenberg and Isotta but remarks that a very smooth over-

head valve engine was " sufficient.". Despite its size the car 

had a top speed of 90 mph. at the time was 2900 pounds to 

3200 depending on the bodybuilder which at the time when a 

working man’s wages was 3 pounds per week  

Cars of the Thirties and Forties.  Bill Glover 
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CLUB PERMIT SCHEME 
MANAGEMENT INFO 

 

David Doubtfire is the Club Permit Officer and 

Brian Evans is deputy officer for emergency only. 

DRIVER RESPONSIBILITY 
 

It is the responsibility of the driver of a club red 

plated vehicle being driven to ensure the vehicle 

is in a current roadworthy condition. 
 

CLUB PERMIT HOLDER’S 
RESPONSIBILITY 

 

It is the club permit holder’s responsibility to: 

Remain a financial member of the club  

and  

Contact the club permit officer after disposal 

of a red plate vehicle 

IMPORTANT NOTICES 

CPS RENEWAL REMINDER 

 

POLO T SHIRT    $30 
RUGBY TOP     $40 
JACKET (Sleeveless)   $45 
CAP      $15 
BEANIE     $15 
GRILLE BADGE (Metal)   $30 
CAR STICKERS    $1- 
All these items may be purchased at monthly 
meetings or ring Rob Lloyd on: 0407 833 878 to 
Arrange purchase at McCrae 

 

DARREN McGRATH 
Proprietor 

 

Factory 2/5 Newington Ave 
ROSEBUD 

PH: 03 5981 2299 

MUFFLER AND EXHAUST 
SYSTEMS 

 
TOWBARS AND SHOCKERS 

NOTE: Permit Renewal by Mail 

If sending renewal notices by mail please  send them 

with a self addressed 

envelope, ONLY to the club 

mailbox: 

PO BOX 12 
DROMANA VIC. 3936 

CLUB MERCHANDISE  For Sale  

DECEMBER 

A BOLT R CHILIANIS M CROW 

J ELLIS-JONES M GAGLIARDI M GRIERSON 

W HALL K HALLAM R HILL 

G HOCKING W INNES M JAGEURS 

B JONES P KRUEGER B LESLIE 

B MASON R NASH D NASH 

V PORTEOUS C WATKINS  
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VICTOR RILEY listened for an hour to the two young men sitting on the other side of his office desk. "Come back this 

evening," he said, "and I'll give you a decision."  When Raymond Mays and Peter Berthon returned Riley gave them 

his blessing and a cheque for £300 to cover initial expenses. 

It was the beginning of a relationship which was, a few months later, to result in the "White Riley" from which Mays 

and Berthon were to evolve the E.R.A., the fastest and most potent prewar piece of British racing machinery ever 

devised. It was in 1933 that Mays first mulled over the possibility of building a really worthwhile 1½ litre British 

supercharged racing car. 

Part of the deal with Riley was that the modified engine would yield 150 bhp and that the car would eventually 

capture the Shelsley Walsh hill-climb record.  First engine tests showed that brake-horsepower was indeed greater 

than Berthon had predicted. 

And at its first Shelsley outing, the white Riley broke Hans Stuck's long-standing record by clocking 42.2 seconds.  

At the 2004 Phillip Island Historic Racing the cars which attracted a lot of attention were the four Eras from the UK. 

The sound of these supercharged cars rapidly motoring down the straight was music to the ears of all enthusiasts. 

Through the 1930’s and 1940’s England’s most successful racing car was the 

single seater ERA. 

After failing to recapture the hill climb record at Shellsley Walsh Raymond Mays and his friend and colleague, Peter 

Berthon, decided to develop an English car which would ultimately help put England back on the motor-racing map. 

Little did they then realise how far their efforts would take them. 

 

Chance lead Mays and Berthon to Coventry, and an interview with Victor Riley. Out of that and subsequent meetings 

grew the White Riley. The car was fundamentally Riley, but with chassis and transmission modifications planned by 

Berthon, and the engine in the hands of Berthon and Murray Jamieson. 

The famous “White Riley” built on a 1933 Riley MPH chassis and many MPH components is known as the 

predecessor of the ERA. 

The English Racing Automobiles Ltd Company was established in 1933 born by the burning motor racing ambitions 

of Raymond Mays and financed by the wealthy young man Humphrey Cook. 

In total 20 ERA’s were built, 17 in the classically styled 1934 variety A, B, C & D type and 3 of the very different E 

type. All still exist and are used regularly in Historic Racing in the UK, although it should be noted R3D was written off 

in an accident and has been faithfully recreated using the salvage and original factory parts. 

The ERA was based on the 6 cylinder Riley engine, through it’s development many changes to castings, crankshafts 

and engine capacity were made, although the Riley design of two camshafts high in the block with short pushrods 

driving the valve gear remained. 

Engine was a cast iron block with three main bearings and an aluminium cylinder head. The original development 

used dry sump lubrication, single SU carburettor and either A or B type Rootes supercharger running at 15psi. Later 

developments saw the use of the Zoller vane type supercharger running at 25psi and many changes to the bore and 

The White Riley and ERA                             Brian Graham 

Kay Petre well known lady racing driver and one time owner of the White Riley at Shelsley Walsh Hillclimb 1935 
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stroke of the engine. 

A four speed Wilson pre selector gear box (made by Armstrong Siddley) with no clutch was used, with prop shat 

enclosed in a torque tube to the bevel drive rear axle. 

The driving position is very high as the seat is mounted above the torque tube in the chassis. 

The body shell was made entirely of light alloy and the pointed tail is almost wholly taken up by the petrol tank. 

The cars were initially produced with three engine sizes: 

In 1935 a wealthy private owner could buy an ERA for £1500 (1.1 litre), £1700 (1.5 litre) or £1850 (2 litre) and of 

course he could also buy a spare or engine of different size to allow the car to be used in more than one category. 

One of the cars that attended Phillip Island in 2004 was 1936 ERA R4D, this was Raymond May’s factory car and 

was extensively developed during its racing life  

 

Extract from Phillip Island Historic Racing Program 2004 

Type Bore mm Stroke mm Capacity BHP RPM 

1.1 Litre 57.56 69.8 1088 120 6500 

1.5 Litre 57.56 95.2 1488 170 6500 

2.0 Litre 62.81 107.0 1980 230 6500 

 In the latter 
years there were 
the following 
variations  

          

Type Bore mm Stroke mm Capacity BHP RPM 

1.5 Litre 62.81 80.0 1487 250 7000 

1.8 Litre 62.81 95.2 1770 290 6500 

1.8 Litre 64.0 95.2 1838 340 6500 
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‘That’s The Way Things Were’  Allan Lowe. 

In the early sixties, motorsport was fun, inexpensive and 

a place for young testosterone-driven males to 

experience adrenaline that only motor racing could 

provide. Many of my friends were cadet engineers at 

GMH and Castrol Oil ran through their veins, myself 

included. 

These were the days when with a little money and heaps 

of desire, variants of race cars were conceived and built. 

I was racing my Nalla Holden, others racing Sprites, 

Mini’s, MG’s and collectively we formed an interesting 

group. The discussion was usually about trying to go 

faster   injecting new-found knowledge into the 

construction or modification of our cars was important to 

our mateship. John Stevenson [Stevo] and I met in the 

motor racing scene, he being an engineer at GMH and 

whilst racing his Mini wanted to build a unique 

competition car. Foremost in his mind was something 

small, light, powerful, good handling, disc brakes and 

rack & pinion steering, something that would be very 

competitive on the track. 

Stevo purchased an Austin A30 and a BMC 1600cc 

engine for $150.00 from the local wrecker. 

The A30 was stripped of all it’s trim internal and external, 

including the removal of all glass windows, retaining only 

the front screen. What remained was a small lightweight 

chassis-less monocoque body construction which was 

much stiffer than most contemporary vehicles produced 

between 1951/56. The original mono body construction 

had been designed by T.K.Garrett who had been an 

aeronautical engineer before joining Austin. 

The BMC engine to be transplanted into the A30 was 

bored to 1800cc and fitted with a modified MGB head 

with extractors and Weber carburettor. The engine was 

coupled to a MGB gearbox. At that time I had replaced 

the live rear end in my Nalla Holden with an independent 

rear end with inboard disc brakes. The offset live axle 

housing from the Nalla just happened to be the perfect 

track width and was fitted into the A30. With help from 

me, we did away with the A30 semi-elliptic springs and 

transplanted the Nalla live axle with top and bottom 

radius rods, panhard rod, coil springs and telescopic 

shocks. The front suspension used Holden uprights, 

hubs and disc brake assemblies with custom made 

wishbones locating coil springs and shockers. Triumph 

Herald rack and pinion was installed and gaave excellent 

steering. Stevo entered the A30 in the sports car 

category, this was always his intention. The powers that 

be, suggested he should be in sedan class, but Stevo 

stood his ground, as the car had no windows except the 

front screen. “But your car has a roof”, it’s conforming to 

“CAMS Rollover Protection” was the reply, “but sports 

cars are normally open to rain and weather”, Stevo said 

“it is” and if necessary I’ll drill holes in the roof to make 

my point, they who must be obeyed, gave up. 

 ‘That’s The Way Things Were’ in those days! I had 

occasion to drive the car at Calder in a six-hour race in 

1965. I was very surprised by how fast the car was on 

the circuit, it handled, steered and stopped brilliantly. 

After some period of time, Stevo bought a Lotus Super 7 

and fitted the 1800cc engine and gearbox from the A30 

into the Lotus. The A30 was sold to a friend without the 

engine and gearbox but was soon fitted with a grey 

Holden engine with a Jag gearbox and raced for some 

time in that configuration. We are unaware today of 

where the A30 ended up, but we do know that sometime 

later a young Peter Brock raced an A30 with a red 

Holden engine, could Stevo’s A30 be that same car? 

probably not, but a precedent had been set, sometime 

later CAMS introduced a category to be known as Sports 

Sedans. Stevo then built a Sports Sedan, it was a 

supercharged 202 Holden engined 120 MPH Morris 

Major! 
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Southern Peninsula Classic and Historic Car Club—Minutes of Virtual General Meeting-November 2nd 2020 

Meeting opened. 7.40 pm 

Present – number 21         Apologies – Rosemarie Thiele                    

Minutes of the AGM published in the Crankhandle. 

No business arising      Moved to be accepted- Brian Evans   Sec-Brendan Hogan 

Correspondence In/Out since last general meeting 

In- Email re liability insurance invoice delay due to possible change of under writer  

Moved to be accepted-Paul Lucas  Sec- Rob Lloyd 

Treasurers Report – Paul reported that we currently have $700 more than the same time last year. To date 212 

renewals received 38 non payment of which 14 have CPS. Total $32,261 

Moved to be accepted-Greg Cripps  Sec – Keith Morrison 

Membership Report – David reported that that we have 4 new members and the new style badges for them were on 

order.  

Regalia- Rob report no sales and orders for additional product were to be placed. Also orders for new style badges 

have been placed. 

General Business-    Discussion took place re the order of position holders on our web site . It was felt that 

confusion between Treasurer and Membership may be happening. David D offered to rectify. 

Julie Jones making slow recovery after her operation. 

Paul Lucas spoke about possible locations for outdoor picnics. Sea Winds, Devil Bend reservoir were mentioned  

Details for Briars New Year Picnic were to be followed up by Colin when the liability insurance documents became 

available. 

Our meeting hall will not be available till the new year and at this stage we are still not in possession of keys. 

Buys and Sells- General discussion took place which will be run when meetings post COVID are run 

Meeting closed- Allan closed the meeting at 8.30pm  
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BUY, SWAP OR SELL 
Members may submit notices of items they wish to BUY, SWAP or SELL at no charge (2 issues  only). 

 

Non Members (not commercial) shall be charged $10.00 for seven lines, max. two issues only. Club Permit  
eligible vehicles only. 

. 

Commercial advertising enquiries should be addressed to: The Treasurer, S.P.C. & H.C.C., PO Box 12,   
Dromana,  Vic., 3936.   Government  regulations  require  that  the  registration, engine or chassis number of the  

vehicle MUST be included in all “FOR SALE” advertisements. 

NOTIFY THE EDITOR ONCE YOUR ARTICLE HAS BEEN SOLD OR THE ADVERT. IS NO LONGER REQUIRED. 

For Sale 

Given to me, a Revell brand 1/16 scale plastic model. 

1938 Mercedes-Benz 540K. 330 mm long 

Many bits still in plastic bags in box. Perfect for a 

beginner. Collect from Tootgarook. 

Warwick Spinaze   0407 016 719 

WANTED 

Display cabinet with shelves for a small model-car 

collection.  

It can be in original condition. Free-standing or wall-

mounted OK 

Be happy to collect same.     Thank you 

Warwick Spinaze               0407 016 719 

Wanted 

1991 Bay to Bay Rally car badge to 

complete the balance of the badge 

bar on my MG-TC 

Jon Klein   ph 0418 889 980  

                  or  5975 553 

jon.klein@bigpond.com 

WANTED 

Caravan storage space please. 

Van size 6m long x 2.3 m wide x 2.7 m high. Carport or 

shed preferred. Hopefully with 240V power to charge 

battery. 

Site needs to be secure with easy level access. Also 

close enough to Tootgarook. Fee or similar negotiable. 

Thank you    Warwick Spinaze      0407 016 719 

For Sale—2 Cars 

Ford Falcon XF,1987 Utility 

Features red duco, custom canopy, 3 seater, 3 speed 

manual. Wide chrome 12 slot wheels, power steering , 

air conditioning, moderate km’s. On club Reg to Feb 

‘21. Chassis No: JG40HK83560C  Because of a dent 

between drivers door and back wheel arch, RWC not 

affected, only —-                                  $5000.  
 

Mercedes Benz 280 SE 

1982 AMG Special, white duco, moderate km’s. Club 

Reg till April ‘21,  Engine No: 11098912007122                                

$20,000 

Contact: Garry Dunkerley   

Ph: 97 858 027 or 0425 703 925 

For Sale 
 

 -GMC Air Compressor, 2.5hp, 40 litre, long hose and 

fittings.  Has had little use.                                  $200 

- Large 4 burner BBQ with wok burner, Good condition 

$150 

 -Large outside market umbrella, green in colour    

$50 

- Pair of Phillips stereo speakers, great sound. 

Approximately 400mm by 550mm                         $60 

Contact Don Robinson.  

Ph 59 710 272 or 0419 326 711 

For sale: 

Set of sixteen (¾ - 4 inch) Sutton top quality hole saws. 

In excellent, or new condition. Including two arbores. 

$75.00. 

Contact: David Kisby - 0427049829 

Please note that the recommended retail price of just one 4 

inch saw is $37.00 
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New Owner:-Mathew Reddecliffe 

Address: 3/14 Bruce Street ,Mornington. 

Phone (03) 5975 7503 / 043 580 953 

Email: MLAUTOMOTIVEREPAIRS@GMAIL.COM 

Web: MLAUTOMOTIVE.COM.AU 

Specialising in  

 All Jobbing work 

 Car and Boat Parts 

 Motor Cycle Parts 

 Rare Spares Stockists 

 Reconditioning of all Bumper Bars 

 Gold Plating 

 Aluminium Plating 

 Zinc Plating 

 Barrel Plating 

 Chrome, Nickel, Copper & Silver Plating 

Email: vinneys@bigpond.com 
Web: www.vinneys.com.au 

 See Darron Hodgson and staff for all 

your auto service needs, from what 

makes it go …. to what makes it  

STOP 

They’ll even give you a 12 month or 

20,000 km guarantee on parts and labour 
 

Call and talk to Darron: 

STOP…..AND GO, TO 

ABS MORNINGTON 
53 Tyabb Road, Mornington, Vic 3931 

Phone: (03) 59736855  Fax: (03) 59736344 

Email: mornington@absauto.com.au 

OR check the ABS website: www.absauto.com.au 

(Club members, 10% discount on presentation of this advertisement) 

One Stop Shop 

We offer a full suite of products 

and services ensuring your 

automotive needs are taken 

care of all at the one location  
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On his deathbed they asked him where he wanted to be buried. 

Bob Hope replied: "Surprise me." 

ON TURNING 70 - "I still chase women, but only downhill." 

ON TURNING 80 - "That's the time of your life when even your birthday suit 

needs pressing." 

ON TURNING 90 - "You know you are getting old when the candles cost more 

than the cake." 

ON TURNING 100 - " I don't feel old. In fact, I don't feel anything until noon. 

Then it's time for my nap." 


