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Notice of Annual General Meeting 

 
Members as you are all aware, we are living in difficult and different times, but life goes on and 

thank goodness so does our Car Club. With this in mind our Annual General Meeting will take 

place on the 6th October and all nominations for positions are required to be with the secretary no 

later than the 15th of September. (Under Cons.7.1 allows this meeting to take place with at least 

eight financial members to be present at remote locations to ensure a quorum) As required all 

committee members will retire (Cons.4.1.5 )  and at this stage have all made themselves 

available for re-election for the same positions with the exception of Allan Tyler our current Vice 

President who will offer himself for the position as President. This change is brought about due to 

our current President Geoff Bartlett having served his two-year appointment. 

Any financial club member wishing to nominate for any position should please fill in nomination all 

relevant information, signatures and post to the address given below by the 15th September 2020.  

Note: this nomination form is available by download from the Club Website or contact a 

Committee Member to send you a copy: 

www.crankhandle.com.au 

http://www.crankhandle.com.au


 

From Oct 1st 2016 the joining fee is $35. The Membership 
fee is $55 pa or $40 pa with an email only magazine  
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Another Club year is drawing to a close, and this still 

comes upon us despite minimal Club activity - due to 

the dreaded pandemic - which I hate to mention – 

because everything we look at is steeped in it. 

In no time at all October 6th will be upon us, the 

Constitutional time for our AGM. No Constitution could 

have foreseen circumstances where groups of people 

cannot meet to carry on the business of the day. As a 

Committee, we have decided to proceed with the 

normal spill, and re-election to positions within the 

Committee, on that date, possibly employing telephone 

or internet links with each other, and we have called 

upon the assistance of the Chairman of last year’s 

AGM, Mick Daddo. There will be more on this in the 

ensuing Crankhandle. 

You will have the opportunity/option, as is required, and 

as it should be, to nominate yourself or a Financial 

Member to be considered for election to an Executive or 

other Committee Position. There will be a form in this 

Crankhandle. Allan Tyler is President Designate, having 

served as Vice President leading up to this October, 

and there are nominees to every position from within the 

retiring Committee. Thus if there were no other 

nominations, the AGM would produce a predicted result, 

which is not at all un-usual in situations where harmony 

and good management prevail, and would probably be 

fortunate under these exceptional circumstances. 

When reminiscing about the Holden brand a few weeks 

ago, I was struggling to remember a model with sporty 

appeal which ran for a fairly short time soon after the 

dropping of the Piazza [from Isuzu] and which could 

have been considered a successor, but this time from 

Opel. After asking Dr Google a few questions I got a hit 

on Holden Calibra (ah yes, that’s the one), and that first 

hit was a low kilometres very original car for sale on 

Gumtree, and in Brisbane. Having a Son in reasonable 

proximity was good [or bad depending on your 

perspective] and it now awaits our ability to relieve 

Andrew of the occupation of a parking space at his 

home in Currumbin Waters. It drives very well according 

to Andrew, and my intention is to drive it home. Being 

over 25 years old, it is several years short of that magic 

30. I think the Constitution of another Club of which I’ve 

been a member for a very long time will enable me to 

see it onto a Club Permit, or I could wait, whilst tinkering 

with an odd spot of deterioration [due to sheer age, not 

overuse]. Strangely, this will be my first “collector” car 

which would be happy and comfortable at freeway 

speeds. 

As soon as we are allowed, by special restrictions being 

eased, or lifted, your Committee will arrange for an 

outing, or outings to enjoy this pastime of ours which we 

chose to entertain us, and to share a passion with 

special friends of a like mind. 

Keep well, and communicate with one another by phone 

or e-mail. By all means, if there is some way we can 

help, if you are finding it all too hard, let us know. 

Regards,  Geoff Bartlett.  

PRESIDENTIAL JOTTINGS 

mailto:helen-geoff@bigpond.com
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The following is a summary of the proposed changes. 

The Club permit scheme operates under The Road Safety Regulations of 2009 which were due for their 10 yearly 

review in 2019, this was postponed until 2020 due to changes at Vic Roads, this review has now been postponed 

until 2021 however it is proposed subject to Ministerial approval to introduce a set of interim changes in October 

2020. The Regulations of which a small section covers the Club Permit scheme are 400 pages and consultation with 

the car movement is scheduled for 2021. 

 Administrative changes, standardization, clarification and consistency of terminology. 

 Reinforcement of Permit conditions ie. Permit car can only be used for social, domestic and pleasure purposes. 

Not for any commercial purposes. 

 Change to Club membership requirements. Currently a person can only be issued with a permit if they are a 

financial member it is proposed that it be changed to just member with Clubs to decide their own rules.  

 VicRoads will have authority to apply conditions to approved clubs such as disallowing club individuals to certify 

safety checks because they are allowing unsafe vehicles on the road. Riley Club is not affected by this as we 

use licensed roadworthy operators. 

 VicRoads will have authority to impose permanent and temporary conditions on vehicles. Eg if vehicle has poor 

headlights it may not be driven at night. 

 VicRoads will have authority to suspend the permit if they believe the vehicle has been illegally modified or is 

no longer eligible for the class of permit. 

 A new offence will be introduced. “Failure to complete log book” penalty $165 as opposed to the current driving 

an unregistered vehicle $900. 

 Owners will now be required to advise VicRoads of changes to the vehicle, eg Replacement engine. Currently 

there is no requirement to do this. 

 It will be necessary to make a booking for an appointment to put a car on the permit scheme. This is deemed a 

specialized transaction.  Cost $19 

 Permit costs will be aligned with full registration costs, eg. 45 days will now be 45/365 of full registration cost 

before TAC and other duties. It calculates at approx. $38 plus TAC and other duties. 

 A Charge will be levied for Permit Number Plates, currently there is no charge. Cost $38. 

 Slimline plates will become available. Cost $150 

 Procedures to simplify the reassignment of Club permit for deceased estates.  

CLUB PERMIT SCHEME:  NOTICE FROM AOMC & FEDERATION. 

 

As of July 31st has implemented an Online service to renew your Club Permit. Here is some information from the 

VicRoads website 

Online club permit renewal is a service that allows applicants to renew their club permit via their myVicroads 

account. The applicant can upload the completed and signed renewal form (or renewal form and club endorsement 

form) and make the payment. 

This new online service removes the need for club permit holders to visit a VicRoads Customer Service Centre or 

use mail to renew a club permit. 

This service is now available through your myVicRoads account. Club Permit vehicles will appear in the myVicRoads 

account of the permit holder and the renewal can be transacted using the online process. 

If you cannot see the club permit vehicle in your myVicRoads account, please contact VicRoads on 13 11 71 to have 

your club permit linked to your account. This can only be done at the time of your renewal 

For more information the link below is a good starting point: 

https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/registration/limited-use-permits/club-permit-scheme/renew-or-extend-a-club-permit 

New from Vic Roads– Renewing Club Permit  Online 
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A Blast From the Past! 

Behind the 

Scenes 
with 

Max Caddy 
in, limited movement and access to shops allowed, it will be difficult.  

The house was painted last lockdown and several utility rooms upgraded not so long ago. The garden is pretty 

good and is Lorraine’s domain and salvation. She is in her element when close to nature. Obviously, the lawns and 

tree-cutting are my domain. They are mostly under control, too. A couple of large banksias could come down; how-

ever, they are a job for professionals and, due to the cost, possibly a “bum fight” with neighbours over the price. 

So, what’s a man to do? 

The days start off cold, so I don’t rush into it. I watch the ABC on TV, clean the kitchen, have a chat and then go 

out into the elements, looking for work. Today, I cut up a couple of barrows’ worth of wood for my daughter’s 

Coonara, then realised I couldn’t deliver it. She lives within a five-kilometre radius, but delivery is probably not with-

in the rules. 

Still cold, raining now, so time to go into the garage and spend some time playing cars. I pulled everything out of 

my storage lofts last week, hoping to throw some stuff out, but I didn’t. I have gear of my son’s stored there, who is 

presently located in Paraburdoo, Western Australia. 

Back to the cars. My main vehicle is the Mazda 6 touring wagon, which is all-purpose—towbar, roof rack, etc.—

now ten-years-young, only having travelled 67,000 kilometres and just been serviced. Likewise, the MG, which I 

serviced myself a couple of weeks ago. I have owned this “G” for over six years now, and it has only travelled 

around 3000 miles in this time. Both the Jag and the Mazda have leather seats fitted, and once or twice a year I 

rub some leather dressing into the surface, then buff it off. I then run the chamois over the MG, leaving the external 

of the Mazda for another day. Rather tiring for an old guy. 

I turn eighty in a couple of weeks’ time. We were thinking of going away for a few weeks—relaxing, nice dinners, 

etc. However, the lockdown has buggered this idea. Lorraine keeps asking, “What do you want for your birthday?” I 

have come up with possibly a new or re-chromed bumper for the MG. I would need the overriders re-chromed at 

Vinnie’s, which has also sponsored our club for some time. Interestingly, when I had my ‘66 Jaguar’s bumper bars 

re-chromed some years ago, I couldn’t get the overriders to fit when trying to refit them. It turned out I had the 

wrong overriders. Vinnie’s is out of the five-kilometre range, and they may not be open for business, so this idea is 

on hold. 

It is hard not to become frustrated, hearing nothing but bad news over the past month. In parallel, I have been 

reading a great book, which is set in England before, over and after the war. The title of the book is “Coming 

Home” and it is written by Rosamunde Pilcher. In the early days of the war, they faced losing their army at Dunkirk, 

food shortages, ration carts and enormous losses of life. Imagine queueing up to receive your allocation of a gas 

mask—even small ones were produced for children— and purchasing black-out material to make curtains to avoid 

revealing a light source for the German bombers. So, think about their lot in those horrific years. Don’t grumble; we 

must accept our lot and think of the words in the song: “You gotta’ look on the bright side of life.” Somebody, some-

where, is always worse off than you. So smile, or get somebody to tickle you until you laugh. 

 

Fond regards to you all, 

Max. 

XOXO—for the girls. 

 

Just Another Day 

We are feeling a little despondent, missing contact with 

friends and in particular the activities of our car club—

what a sad year to date. 

It is a Saturday of no particular significance. I love to 

wake up of a morning with a planned project requiring 

my attention. The fact is, I am running out of jobs, and 

with 37 more days left of this lockdown still to be filled 
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Caught in the Headlights 
The Octogenarians 

coffee and biscuits which always accompanies our on-

site visits. Ah! the woes of isolation, but on with the 

story. 

Clive started school at Murrumbeena PS before 

progressing to Lloyd Street Central and finishing at 

Melbourne High, gaining entrance to Melbourne Uni. 

Staying at their Seaford holiday house as a young lad, 

Clive and three good local friends, spent a lot of time 

together. The group of four boys ventured into 

Frankston one Saturday afternoon, led by the oldest, an 

eighteen year old, who happened to spot a Morris 8 

Tourer for sale at Macintosh Motors. The four decided to 

club together to each buy a quarter share which for all, 

would be their first acquisition of a motor vehicle. The 

four are still good friends and, at a recent a get together, 

they found to their astonishment, the 18yo confessed to 

not having a drivers licence at the time of their 

purchase, the other three being too young to take the 

driving test. Their quarter shares in the Morris 8 ended 

with its destruction -- is that any surprise? 

Clive went on to higher education in his quest to 

become a teacher and his Uni transport was a Mini 

Minor. He completed a Diploma of Physical Education, 

(Melb) a Bachelor of Arts (Monash) and a Bachelor of 

Education (Monash) specializing in the all-important 

areas of Admin, Staffing and Curriculum. When Clive 

completed his Phys Ed course and during the time of 

studying at Monash, he joined Legacy, that wonderful 

group of people who look after the families of 

servicemen lost in war fighting for our country or 

incapacitated as a result of injuries sustained in war, to 

keep us safe. Over the next ten years, he spent time 

mentoring the sons of these men as well as teaching 

them PE. A very commendable effort for a very worthy 

organization. Meanwhile his daily transport moved on 

from the Mini to an EK Holden, a V8 Pontiac Parisian, a 

V8 Monaro and no doubt several others.  

Clive met and married Yvonne in 1963 and they have 

two children, Kym and Gavin and now have 4 

grandchildren and a great grandchild. They purchased a 

broiler farm in Coolart Rd Tyabb, specializing in chicken 

meat for the rapidly growing market and the enterprising 

Clive, found the farm ideally suited to selling cars, 

simply by putting them on the verge outside the gate on 

Coolart Rd. So, they would use a car for a few months 

and then replace it with another. The Trading Post and 

The Octos, like all our members, are confined to the 

home environment and only permitted essential travel 

etc etc .  It’s all very sad but necessary to beat this virus 

and ensure us “oldies” stay fit and well. So this month’s 

interview with Clive Watkins has been conducted at 

arm’s length, that is to say, from Bill’s lounge in his 

Mount Eliza unit to Clive and Yvonne’s home in McCrae, 

which is a pity given Clive has a great collection of 

Holdens spread between his home and his son’s farm 

shed at Ripplebrook, Gippsland, both being avid 

collectors/restorers of EH Holdens and Commodores. It 

was also a pity because the Octos have missed out on 

physically meeting with the Watkins at their McCrae 

home to view and discuss at least a part of their large 

collection of Holdens plus a very smart yellow MGB 

(how many Bs do we have in the Club?!!) and Yvonne’s 

beautiful blue Morris 1000. The story of its acquisition is 

described later in this article. We won’t mention the 

Octos  have also missed  out on the mandatory morning 

Yvonne’s pride and joy 
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car auctions proved to be an ideal buying medium. Austin 

A40s (several) featured as Yvonne’s transport for the kinder 

run etc. and then Holdens started to feature. Son Gavin 

grew up sharing his father’s passion for cars and now has a 

very nice Holden EH Station wagon amongst others and 

they share a large shed on Gavin’s Gippsland farm to 

house their collection. 

After ten years on the farm, Clive branched out into unit 

development and home building. Needing a break, Yvonne 

and Clive took off to Queensland finding an idealistic spot in 

the caravan park at Mission Beach. The fishing and life 

style suited them both so they decided to buy a house 

which they still have today and use for up to six months of 

the year during our winter months. 

They have caravanned, in both ‘vans and motor homes, all 

over Australia but boating has also played a big place in 

their lives, firstly a 22‘ Cruiser Craft used mainly on the 

Gippsland Lakes and later, a 25’ Bertram. Both the ‘vans 

and boats were towed by Ford Broncos or Nissan Patrols. 

With the Bertram, they explored the islands in the 

Whitsunday Passage but used their “tinnies” out of Misson 

Beach, catching the fighting Spanish Mackeral. They 

belong to the Blue Water Cruising Club and Clive holds a 

Coxswains Certificate and has experience working as an 

interchange skipper on a para-gliding boat. He also found 

time to build two wooden dinghies and a 22’ Dory. 

Clive has six cars registered with our club including a 1982 

VH Commodore, one of the gold painted specials built by 

GMH for the 1982 Commonwealth Games held in Brisbane. 

When the games finished, the cars went back to the dealer 

network for sale throughout Australia. It was fortunate that 

Gavin’s brother-in Law sold one of the original cars to a 

couple who kept it for many years, only covering 70,000 

km, and he happened to notice it for sale many years later. 

He called Gavin who called his father -- Done!. The other 

cars registered with our club are, a ‘67 Holden Caprice, ‘59 

Morris 1000 (Yvonne’ s car) a 1963 EH Holden, a 1978 

Holden Statesman and the sparking yellow 1972 MGB.  

Clive has three cars put away for the future, a VE Holden 

SS Redline, a VF Holden Redline, the last of the mighty 

Holden breed, and a 2004 Statesman, purchased in 

Tasmania and showing 45,000 km on the clock, which he 

thinks is the pick of them. Other cars in the stable are a 

Hyundai I20 that lives in Queensland and a Lancer 

shopping car-- that is until next week!    

On their way home from Queensland three years ago, Clive 

and Yvonne stopped in Jerildrie for lunch and Yvonne went 

to look at the shops. She returned and informed him she 

had found a beautiful Morris 1000 in excellent order and 

suggested he buy it for her. With his record, he was in no 

position to refuse!  

Having owned a Magnette, a “B” and a Midget, Clive 

said his favourite car in the MG range is the Midget. Its 

superior handling and road holding ability makes it fun 

to drive and puts it above the rest. When asked about 

what is the most difficult aspect when restoring the 

Holdens , replied “It is becoming extremely difficult to 

obtain parts for them while MG’s are the best to 

restore, parts being relatively easy to obtain.”. If the 

Octos were to say that we are sure Clive sees the 

local tip as a place of absolutely last resort for parts, 

especially when it comes to Holdens, we don’t think 

we would be far wrong. 

When and if we ever get back to normal, [pray that is 

not too far away!] the Octos are keen to see if we can 

arrange a visit to Clive and Yvonne’s’ home at McCrae 

and maybe pay a trip to Gavin’s Ripplebrook farm, to 

check out Clive and Gavin’s ten car (or thereabouts) 

shed full of Holdens, assuming of course the family is 

amenable to the idea. Meantime our thanks to Clive 

for his co-operation in putting together this story in a 

form of virtual reality!. 

 

Some Witty One Liners from John! 

-If I had a dollar for every girl that found me 

unattractive, they'd eventually find me attractive.  

-I find it ironic that the colors red, white, and blue 

stand for freedom, until they're flashing behind you. 

-Today a man knocked on my door and asked for a 
small donation towards the local swimming pool, so I 

gave him a glass of water. 

-I changed my password to "incorrect" so whenever I 
forget it the computer will say, "Your password is 

incorrect." 

-Artificial intelligence is no match for natural stupidity. 

-I'm great at multi-tasking--I can waste time, be 

unproductive, and procrastinate all at once. 

-If you can smile when things go wrong, you have 

someone in mind to blame. 
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The Model A Ford. 
Having interviewed member Terry Opie about his beautiful 

Model A Ford sedan and also Tony and Shirley Howard 

about their Woodie and their incredible travels, it prompted 

the Octos to have a closer look at the breed and found 

some interesting things about this extraordinary motor car. 

The Ford Company made over 5 million Model A’s, half a 

million of them were still on the roads in USA in the 60’s. 

Production peaked at 9200 cars per day and many more 

were made under license in a number of different 

countries. Russia took up a licence in 1931 producing the 

GAZ/A in their thousands and they also produced an 

armoured car and a rugged army type vehicle that bore 

similar lines to the US wartime jeep, all with the original 

motor and chassis and if the Octos eyesight is reliable, 

which is very questionable, they believe the Russian 

models still retained a gravity feed petrol supply judging by 

the cap near the windscreen The American made Model A 

sedan came in four colours and a variety of styles, Town 

Cars, Business Coupe, Roadster Coupe, Convertible 

Cabriolet and Convertible Sedan, Tudor sedan, Fordor and 

the buyer had a choice of either standard or de-luxe 

models. The Model A was a far superior car to the Model 

T, it had electric equipment, fuel gauge, safety glass, had 

a superior ride and had hydraulic brakes, no wonder Ford 

could not keep up to demand. 

Tony is a mine of information. He told us that when he and 

Shirley went on the first West Australian Rally in their 

Woody (they went twice ten years apart) a number of rally 

entrants from USA shipped in their Model A’s including the 

factory-built Woody.  Tony went on to say that Ford USA 

made 11317 Model A Woodies ending the production run 

after 3 years Tony supplied photos of several examples 

and a lot of information. He said the Town Car had a 

similar set up to the Rolls Royce where the chauffeur sat 

out front exposed to the elements. The first Woodie (spelt 

with an “ie”) was produced by the Star Motor Company of 

USA for use as a passenger car in 1923 carrying 8 people 

and was an instant success, Ford followed up with theirs in 

1929. 

Fords truck division produced two different vehicles, the A 

and the AA. The former having a 131 inch chassis and the 

AA with 157 inch chassis length. The bigger truck had a 4-

speed gearbox and lower gearing giving a much reduced 

top speed, but vastly improved carrying capacity. Ford had 

the ability to make improvements to their trucks whilst in 

production so the truck acquired in 1929 was quite 

different to the truck purchased towards the end of its run 

in 1931.The following year Ford produced its first V8 of 3.6 

litres thus ending the run of the famous rugged 4 cylinder. 

vehicles. 

The Octos thought that they might acquire a Model A or 

even the AA truck for personal use in Mt Eliza to fend off 

the new shiny Mercs and Maserati sedans (and Porches) 

that appear at the shops (coffee) 

on sunny Saturday mornings. 

Bill Glover 
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Eric Cecil Gordon England.   1891 - 1976.  

Aviator, Aeronautical Engineer, Racecar Driver, 

Sportscar Constructor, Company Director. 
 

In 1970 Janet and I joined the Austin Seven Rally in New 

Forrest at Beaulieu in 

England. 

350 Austin Sevens 

were at the campsite 

set up in New Forrest. 

The English, Scots, 

Welsh, Europeans and 

some Aussies gave this 

event an international flavour. Around the campfire at 

night the Welsh A7 choir were in fine voice, well 

lubricated with cheap apple cider. I was the passenger in 

an Austin Seven chummy for the pub crawl and delivery 

of flagons along with the collection of firewood for the 

campfire. I was on hand during the day to haul out A7 

engines using rope over a tree branch, others by hand for 

quick fix and replacement. This rally was a very 

memorable event for all of us in this beautiful setting 

amongst so many Austin Seven models, from racers and 

sports to chummy and sedans, they were all there. 

Gordon England was the VIP guest and many of his 

Austin Seven GE creations were there.   

He was having a great time moving amongst the cars, 

meeting the many owners of his beautiful lightweight 

specials. GE led an extraordinary life, a delightful man. It 

was so pleasing to have met him.  

Gordon England was born in 1891 in Argentina, the son 

of British parents who emigrated to England in 1901. He 

was educated at Framlingham College in Suffolk before 

commencing an engineering apprenticeship with the 

Great Northern Railway in Doncaster with fellow 

apprentice W.O. Bentley. In 1908 Gordon England left 

the railways to be involved in aviation and joined Jose 

Weiss who was designing tailless gliders. In 1909 Gordon 

England flew a Weiss glider off Amberley Mount in 

Sussex at a height of 100 feet. It was the first recorded 

soaring flight and was considered the beginning of the 

sport of gliding. 

In 1911 Gordon England taught himself to fly powered 

aircraft at the British Flying School at Brooklands and 

gained his Pilot Certificate Number 68. He then went 

on to design 3 biplanes 

being GE1, 

GE2 and GE3. 

In 1912 he flew 

GE2 in the 

Military 

Aeroplane 

Trials at 

Larkhill. 

Between 1913 and 1916 Gordon was a test pilot and 

consultant to constructors of aircraft. 

In1919 Gordon England with encouragement from his 

Father began his interest in Motorsport. Using his 

knowledge of aviation, he designed and patented 

lightweight bodies for sports cars, race cars and saloon 

cars using an ash frame and plywood box forms with 

fabric covering. 

Gordon England with some support from Sir Hubert 

Austin was now establishing himself as a very capable 

racing driver of Austin Seven Race Cars. 

In 1923 GE entered his lightweight A7 in the 1100cc 

class for the Junior Car Club 200 mile race at 

Brooklands coming in second while setting another five 

class records during the race.  

In 1925 Gordon England prepared and drove his GE 

Austin Seven Light Weight at Le Mans 24 hour race, 

but failed to finish. His A7 production Brooklands Super 

Sports was guaranteed to achieve 80 MPH. Also at this 

time in 1925 Gordon England Motor Bodies was 

incorporated with a capital of 10,000 pounds. By 1927 

some 20,000 Austin Sevens were built with Gordon 

England Bodies at a rate of 35 car bodies per day. 

 With increased competition in car manufacture, other 

more robust body construction forms in steel and 

aluminium were now preferred to these lightweight GE 

bodied cars. 

Between 1930 and 1935 Gordon England was the 

manager of Automotive Lubricants for the Vacuum Oil 

Company. Between 1935-1942, GE was a Director of 

General Aircraft Limited. In 1945 he was unsuccessful 

in his ambition to run for parliament for the Common 

Wealth Party of England.  He continued to sit on many 

Company Boards until his retirement. He was truly a 

remarkable man and his life was very well lived. 

Allan Lowe. 
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Like most young Lads at the time I thought that a 

Sports car would be a great mode of transport with 

some fun thrown in.  So I looked around and found a 

Black MG TF in a car yard for sale and took it out for a 

test drive, and that is when I made my first mistake.  

On the test drive I called past home to show the 

parents and they were both most adamant that these 

cars are very dangerous and not for you son, so take it 

back and bring your FX Holden back home! 

Many years passed by, married, brought a house and 

started a family, but the idea of having a Sports car had 

never left my mind.  One day out on the road, Leonie & 

I on our Honda TS1100, we saw 4 or 5 Lotus 7's out 

enjoying a Sunday drive and I said to Leonie “one day 

we'll have one of those”.  Not long after that I was 

talking with a friend, and as happens, the topic got 

around to cars and he told me that he had just started 

building a replica Lotus 7 Clubman.  He got my 

immediate attention and said that it all started with a 

book that he had been given, so the very next day I 

purchased a copy and read it from cover to cover and I 

was hooked. 

In my mind, the car was always destined for the road 

and on further investigation I found that to do this the 

car must have a full engineering certificate supplied by 

a VASS Engineer (Vehicle Assessment Signatory 

Scheme) who is registered with VicRoads.  There are a 

number of Engineers listed with VicRoads, and after 

selecting an Engineer a meeting was set up with him to 

set out the guide lines for an ICV (Individually 

Constructed Vehicle) that he would be signing off on, 

and also the required ADR's (Australian Design Rules) 

that would apply to my vehicle.  Well worth the effort to 

initially understand what was required, a little mind 

blowing at the time, but let's get started! 

Where to start!  Source the major components before 

starting the frame, and by the way the book is just a 

dust collector as the car described therein would never 

meet the ADR requirements “in a month of Sundays”.  

The Engineer had supplied me with a list of a number 

of components that he would insist on being included 

for him to sign off on.  The first one that comes to mind 

is that he required the car to have ventilated disc brakes 

up front, even though it would probably weigh in at 650 

kgs all up! 

Another interesting situation that I found out talking with 

other builders, is that the “book chassis” is too narrow 

and virtually all builders were extending the frame by 

100mm in width and 50mm in height to give it a little 

more room.  So I then procured an MX5 independent 

rear end which is fitted with disc brakes and suited the 

wider frame, a 2005 1.8 ltr Toyota Corolla engine with 

low kilometres on it and six lengths of 25 x 25 x1.6 RHS 

(rectangular hollow section) ready to start the build.  I 

was able to down load a complete set of frame drawings 

from an enthusiast in America who had produced a set 

of drawings for the extra width frame, too easy! 

Let’s go!  You must be thinking ahead at all times, and 

during the frame build the front suspension and steering 

must be considered as mounting brackets for the 

suspension and steering is a critical step in the build 

process.  While we're on the front end, just to let you 

know of the complexities involved, this assembly is 

made up of components from, Holden Gemini, Holden 

Calibra, Holden Camira, HQ Holden, Ford Escort, 

Mercedes Benz, Toyota Land Cruiser and purpose 

manufactured parts such as the wish bones, caliper 

mounting brackets and steering connectors. 

The next phase is to finish off the frame ready to accept 

Building a Replica Lotus 7 Clubman for the Road         Brian Evans 
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the four wheels and suspension 

to set up for Bend and Torsional 

testing with the Engineer, a 

requirement for ICV's. 

 

 

 At this time the suspension 

is locked solid to carry out 

these tests, and then on 

with the wheels to have a 

rolling chassis. 

 

All the time there has been 

other work going on in the 

background and the front 

wheel drive engine and the 

rear wheel drive 5 speed 

gearbox had to come 

together, at the same time 

an exhaust system had 

been fabricated and 

ceramic coated and the 

sump modified to clear the frame.  This assembly 

completed it was time to set it up in the frame and to 

make sure the alignment to the rear axle was correct  

and the steering system cleared all the “bits & pieces”. 

After the testing was carried 

out, the Engineer being 

pleased with the progress 

and build of the vehicle up 

to this point, had noted all 

the test results ready to 

submit to VicRoads, and 

said that the next inspection 

would take place when the car was up and running and 

ready for the road!  The next step was to start the final   

assembly, which takes a little longer than one expects, 

making a fuel tank, fitting all the required emission 

control components, finishing off the pedal box and 

completing the brake system, completing the steering  

assembly, fitting the instruments and finally the wiring. 

The car was ready for the road, so the Engineer was 

duly contacted for his final inspection and the car was 

taken out on the road, with a permit, to go through the 

braking and handling testing along with the exhaust 

noise level checking.  All good, the Engineer was 

comfortable with all the results so he was to return to his 

office and prepare the paperwork for VicRoads ready to 

obtain a VIN number prior to registration.  However, 

there was one more hurdle to jump before the final 

paperwork could be completed, and that was to have the 

vehicle tested by an EPA registered company to ensure 

that it met with the current emission control 

requirements.  A trip up to Sth Melbourne, $800 later 

and I had the appropriate papers in my hand to send off 

to the Engineer.  A VIN number was allocated, stamped 

onto the chassis and the Clubman was ready for 

registration, approximately 7 years on! 

The car was duly registered and it was quite fun to drive.  

Extremely quick off the mark as it weighed in at 635 kgs 

and with the 1.8 ltr motor producing around 94 kw it was 

fun to drive.  The down side, very little weather 

protection, firm ride and I couldn't get Leonie into it very 

often at all, so it sat in the garage more than it saw the 

road.  The car now resides in Townsville, Qld. and the 

new owner appears to be well pleased with his new 

drive. 

It was fun to build, it certainly took longer than I had 

imagined, but then at the time I was still working full 

time.  I like tinkering / improving things, hence the 

current project of fitting a 5-speed gearbox to the MG 

Magnette. 
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CLUB PERMIT SCHEME 
MANAGEMENT INFO 

 

David Doubtfire is the Club Permit Officer and 

Brian Evans is deputy officer for emergency only. 

DRIVER RESPONSIBILITY 
 

It is the responsibility of the driver of a club red 

plated vehicle being driven to ensure the vehicle 

is in a current roadworthy condition. 
 

CLUB PERMIT HOLDER’S 
RESPONSIBILITY 

 

It is the club permit holder’s responsibility to: 

Remain a financial member of the club  

and  

Contact the club permit officer after disposal 

of a red plate vehicle 

IMPORTANT NOTICES 

CPS RENEWAL REMINDER 

 

POLO T SHIRT    $30 
RUGBY TOP     $40 
JACKET (Sleeveless)   $45 
CAP      $15 
BEANIE     $15 
GRILLE BADGE (Metal)   $30 
CAR STICKERS    $1- 
All these items may be purchased at monthly 
meetings or ring Rob Lloyd on: 0407 833 878 to 
Arrange purchase at McCrae 

 

DARREN McGRATH 
Proprietor 

 

Factory 2/5 Newington Ave 
ROSEBUD 

PH: 03 5981 2299 

MUFFLER AND EXHAUST 
SYSTEMS 

 
TOWBARS AND SHOCKERS 

NOTE: Permit Renewal by Mail 

If sending renewal notices by mail please  send them 

with a self addressed 

envelope, ONLY to the club 

mailbox: 

PO BOX 12 
DROMANA VIC. 3936 

CLUB MERCHANDISE  For Sale  

SEPTEMBER 

OCTOBER 

C CASSAR S COOMBS P DONNELLY 

B EVANS C HIGGINS T HOWARD 

R HUDSON M JAGEURS D JONES 

D KISBY D McPHERSON S MEATES 

D MONRO T MULVOGUE R NASH 

C PITCHER D PITMAN S ROSE 

C SCHWERKOLT J TURNER 

A BEAGLEY A BLACK A BUCKLAND 

G CRIPPS C DICKIN M GAGLIARDI 

J HEHIR R HUDSON M HURD 

P KRUEGER R LLOYD D LOWDEN 

P LUCAS D MCPHERSON N MEATES 

J PALMER J PEEL F PIETERSON 

V PORTEOUS B ROGERS B ROLLINGS 

D TURNER G URCH  
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MEMBERSHIP REMINDER 

Before you read to the end, does anybody know what the main ingredient of WD-40? 

No Cheating..... 

WD-40 ~ Who knew! 

I had a neighbour who bought a new ute. I got up very early one Sunday morning and saw that someone had spray 

painted red all around the sides of this beige truck (for some unknown reason). 

I went over, woke him up, and told him the bad news. He was very upset and was trying to figure out what to 

do .probably nothing until Monday morning, since nothing was open. Another neighbour came out and told him to get 

his WD-40 and clean it off. 

It removed the unwanted paint beautifully and did not harm his paint job that was on the truck. I was impressed! 

WD-40 who knew? 

"Water Displacement #40". 

The product began from a search for a rust preventative solvent and degreaser to protect missile parts. WD-40 was 

created in 1953, by three technicians at the San Diego Rocket Chemical Company. Its name comes from the project 

that was to find a 'Water Displacement' Compound. 

They were finally successful for a formulation, with their fortieth attempt, thus WD-40. The 'Convair Company' bought 

it in bulk to protect their atlas missile parts. 

Ken East (one of the original founders) says there is nothing in WD-40 that would hurt you. 

When you read the 'shower door' part, try it. It's the first thing that has ever cleaned that spotty shower door. If yours 

is plastic, it works just as well as on glass. It's a miracle!  

Then try it on your stove-top. It's now shinier than it's ever been. 

You'll be amazed. 

WD-40 Uses: 

1. Protects silver from tarnishing. 

2. Removes road tar and grime from cars. 

3. Cleans and lubricates guitar strings. 

4. Gives floor that 'just-waxed' sheen without making them slippery. 

5. Keeps the flies off of Cows, Horses, and other Farm Critters. 

6. Restores and cleans chalkboards. 

7. Removes lipstick stains. 

8. Loosens stubborn zippers. 

What Is The Main Ingredient of WD-40? 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE DUE ON 1st OCTOBER 2020 
 

The preferred form of payment is by Direct Debit, however, any members wishing to pay with 
cash can do so at any Bendigo Bank branch direct into our account: - 
BSB 633 - 000.   ACCOUNT 131808131.   REF - YOUR NAME (very important!)  
Cheques can still be sent to our PO Box 12 DROMANA 3936 or deposited direct into the above 
account. 
WITH ALL PAYMENTS IT IS ESSENTIAL YOU INCLUDE “YOUR NAME “ 
If anyone is suffering from financial hard due to the current situation please contact the treasurer, 
Paul Lucas 
 

Please complete the Membership Renewal Form so that we can ensure our database is up to 
date with your contact details, vehicles on CPS etc. 
Preferably, please return the form via email to :-   lucasp14798@gmail.com 
(photographing the completed form with your Phone and emailing to the above is an option!) or 

send it to our PO Box 
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9. Untangles jewellery chains. 

10. Removes stains from stainless steel sinks. 

11. Removes dirt and grime from the barbecue grill. 

12. Keeps ceramic/terracotta garden pots from oxidising. 

13. Removes tomato stains from clothing. 

14. Keeps glass shower doors free of water spots. 

15. Camouflages scratches in ceramic and marble floors. 

16. Keeps scissors working smoothly. 

17. Lubricates noisy door hinges on both home and vehicles doors. 

18. It removes that nasty tar and scuff marks from the kitchen flooring. 

It doesn't seem to harm the finish and you won't have to scrub nearly 

as hard to get them off. Just remember to open some windows if you 

have a lot of marks. 

19. Remove those nasty bug guts that will eat away the finish on your 

car if not removed quickly! 

20. Gives a children's playground gym slide a shine for a super fast 

slide. 

21. Lubricates gearshift and mower deck lever for ease of handling on 

riding mowers. 

22. Rids kids rocking chair and swings of squeaky noises. 

23. Lubricates tracks in sticking home windows and makes them easier 

to open. 

24. Spraying an umbrella stem makes it easier to open and close. 

25. Restores and cleans padded leather dashboards in vehicles, as 

well as vinyl bumpers. 

26. Restores and cleans roof racks on vehicles. 

27. Lubricates and stops squeaks in electric fans. 

28. Lubricates wheel sprockets on tricycles, wagons and bicycles for 

easy handling. 

29. Lubricates fan belts on washers and dryers and keeps them 

running smoothly. 

30. Keeps rust from forming on saws and saw blades, and other tools. 

31. Removes grease splatters from stove-tops. 

32. Keeps bathroom mirror from fogging. 

33. Lubricates prosthetic limbs. 

34. Keeps pigeons off the balcony (they hate the smell). 

35. Removes all traces of duct tape. 

36. Folks even spray it on their arms, hands, and knees to relieve arthritis pain. 

37. Florida 's favourite use is: 'cleans and removes love bugs from grills and bumpers.' 

38. The favourite use in the state of New York , it protects the Statue of Liberty from the elements.  

39. WD-40 attracts fish. Spray a little on live bait or lures and you will be catching the big one in no time. Also, it's a 

lot cheaper than the chemical attractants that are made for just that purpose. Keep in mind though, using some 

chemical laced baits or lures for fishing are not allowed in some states. 

40. Use it for fire ant bites. It takes the sting away immediately and stops the itch. 

41. It is great for removing crayon from walls. Spray it on the marks and wipe with a clean rag. 

42. Also, if you've discovered that your teenage daughter has washed and dried a tube of lipstick with a load of 

laundry, saturate the lipstick spots with WD-40 and rewash. Presto! The lipstick is gone! 

43. If you spray it inside a wet distributor cap, it will displace the moisture, allowing the engine to start. 

My discovery, Ants don't like it.................. 

 

P.S. 

As for that Basic, Main Ingredient....... 

Well.... it's FISH OIL.... 
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Update from VACC 



PAGE 16 

BUY, SWAP OR SELL 
Members may submit notices of items they wish to BUY, SWAP or SELL at no charge (2 issues  only). 

 

Non Members (not commercial) shall be charged $10.00 for seven lines, max. two issues only. Club Permit  
eligible vehicles only. 

. 

Commercial advertising enquiries should be addressed to: The Treasurer, S.P.C. & H.C.C., PO Box 12,   
Dromana,  Vic., 3936.   Government  regulations  require  that  the  registration, engine or chassis number of the  

vehicle MUST be included in all “FOR SALE” advertisements. 

NOTIFY THE EDITOR ONCE YOUR ARTICLE HAS BEEN SOLD OR THE ADVERT. IS NO LONGER REQUIRED. 

BOOK FOR SALE 
“New Condition   $50 
Geoff Anderson   Ph: 59 864 929 

FOR SALE    1966 Morris 1100 

Fully restored by MG Workshop in Mulgrave. 

Owned by my mother-in-law and then by me.  71,000 miles 

(113,000Kms) 

In excellent condition 

and continuously 

maintained by MG 

Workshop 

Asking $7000 ONO                         

Call John Pollock 0418 

319 211 

FOR SALE.    1958  Berini  Moped  Bicycle 
 

28” Malvern Star gents bicycle with original green pin-stripe 

paint. Has 3-speed Sturmey-Archer hub gears. Bought for 15 

pounds in Feb 1958, it is fitted with a 32 cc Dutch Berini M-13 2-

stroke motor that drives onto front tyre. Back-pedal brake. Good 

tyres. Mudguards & rear packrack. Rare machine. Family 

heirloom. Owners handbook and magazine articles. Goes well.  

Good condition. No reg’n required. (Some parts still available – 

see Berini website. Nearest agent is in Rotterdam)    $2,000 

 

FOR  SALE  1952 “FX Holden” Timber Box-Trailer 

Family heirloom built in Grafton NSW for my father. Box size is 

1200mmW x 1900mmL x 350mmH.  

Removable folding timber frame with rainproof zippered white 

PVC canopy.  Plus foam mattress, sleeps 2. Peaked PVC-pipe 

extra roof frame supports custom-made tarp for camping. Half 

tailgate. Lift-off bicycle frame fits on front. Good white 

paintwork. All lights work. Spare FX tyre & hubcap. Has jockey 

wheel & 2 rear wind-down-jacks. New axle, 50mm hitch, hubs 

& bearings. Always garaged.  Not registered ( not required in 

Vic). Excellent condition. Can re-paint to make it the perfect 

companion for your FX/FJ Holden.  $2500—ONO 

Warwick Spinaze     Tootgarook                   0407 016 719        
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FOR SALE.         X-TYPE JAGUAR  2002  

Future classic  model in perfect condition. 

This is the SPORT 3.0 LITRE V6 AUTOMATIC 5 SPEED 

WITH ALL WHEEL DRIVE. PHOENIX RED rare colour, 

BLACK LEATHER INTERIOR AND BURR WALNUT 

DASH. 

I bought it in Perth from a fellow enthusiast at 105,000 

klms a few years ago and had it railed across. It now has 

only 130,000 klms with service history, registered to 

December 2020.  

For sale for $12000    phone 0407833878   Rob Lloyd  

 

We wish all of our members and their families who have not been enjoying 
the best of health lately, a speedy recovery and return to good health. 
Members are not named for privacy reasons and also we do not want to 
cause offence by failing to mention someone by name. 

FOR SALE 

A 2 tonne folding hydraulic 

engine crane.  

$100.00 

David Kisby 

0427 049 829 

WANTED 

Display cabinet with shelves for a small model-car 

collection.  

It can be in original condition. Free-standing or wall-

mounted OK 

Be happy to collect same.     Thank you 

Warwick Spinaze               0407 016 719 

Some Internet Entertainment 

The following are some links to some web sites that may be of interest to members who can access 

them: 

Copy and paste from the email magazine or type the links into your web browser 

The top 10 car producing countries 1950 -2019 graphically illustrated: 

https://para-rigger.posthaven.com/top-ten-car-producing-countries-1950-2019 

For Austin 7 enthusiasts and historic racing buffs, including racing at Phillip Island ii the late 1920s 

https://primotipo.com/2020/05/28/1928-100-miles-road-race-phillip-island/ 

A 1920 and a 1940 Dodge promotional film: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VYOIbWbXYg8 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JB9RC9KIoHo 

Earls Court Show 1962 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/sItz5ZO2b9Y 

British Car Trials on The Autobahn 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nuwTWujeMM0 

https://para-rigger.posthaven.com/top-ten-car-producing-countries-1950-2019
https://primotipo.com/2020/05/28/1928-100-miles-road-race-phillip-island/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VYOIbWbXYg8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JB9RC9KIoHo
https://www.youtube.com/embed/sItz5ZO2b9Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nuwTWujeMM0
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Some Trivia 

Where these phrases came from 
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New Owner:-Mathew Reddecliffe 

Address: 3/14 Bruce Street ,Mornington. 

Phone (03) 5975 7503 / 043 580 953 

Email: MLAUTOMOTIVEREPAIRS@GMAIL.COM 

Web: MLAUTOMOTIVE.COM.AU 

Specialising in  

 All Jobbing work 

 Car and Boat Parts 

 Motor Cycle Parts 

 Rare Spares Stockists 

 Reconditioning of all Bumper Bars 

 Gold Plating 

 Aluminium Plating 

 Zinc Plating 

 Barrel Plating 

 Chrome, Nickel, Copper & Silver Plating 

Email: vinneys@bigpond.com 
Web: www.vinneys.com.au 

STOP…..AND GO, TO 
 See Darron Hodgson and staff for all 

your auto service needs, from what 

makes it go …. to what makes it  

STOP 

They’ll even give you a 12 month or 

20,000 km guarantee on parts and labour 
 

Call and talk to Darron: 

ABS MORNINGTON 
53 Tyabb Road, Mornington, Vic 3931 

Phone: (03) 59736855  Fax: (03) 59736344 

Email: mornington@absauto.com.au 

OR check the ABS website: www.absauto.com.au 

(Club members, 10% discount on presentation of this advertisement) 

One Stop Shop 

We offer a full suite of products 

and services ensuring your 

automotive needs are taken 

care of all at the one location  
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A COUNTRY LAWYER 
 

Joe grew up in a small town in outback Victoria and 

later moved to Melbourne to attend law school.  

He decided to come back to his country town because 

he felt he could be a big shot at home.  

He really wanted to impress everyone, so he returned 

and opened his new law office.  

The first day he saw a man coming up the footpath. He 
decided to make a big impression on this new client 

when he arrived.  

As the man came to the door, Joe picked up the 
phone. He motioned the man in, all the while talking on 

the phone.  

"No. Absolutely not! You tell those clowns in Sydney 
that we won't settle this case for less than one million... 
Yes, the Court of Appeal has agreed to hear that case 

next week. 

I'll be handling the primary arguments and the other 
members of my team will provide support! Okay, tell 
the Attorney General that I'll meet with him next week 

to discuss the details..."  

The 'conversation' went on for almost five minutes. All 
the while the man sat patiently as Joe rattled 

instructions.  

Finally, Joe put down the phone and turned to the man, 
"I'm sorry for the delay but as you can see, I'm very 

busy. What can I do for you?"  

The man replied, "I'm from Telstra, and I came to 

connect your phone!" 


